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Impressive Opinions of Important People -i-l

HONORABLE MENTION

-i\1ust be made of the fine cooperation and suppOrt given by numerous organizations to the
work of Rudolf Rocker in favor of freedom in America, particularly here on the Pacific Coast:

Kropotkin Literary Society, Branch 413, Workmen's Circle, Los Angeles
Freie Arbeiter Stimme, (Oldest Yiddish Weekly in America)

Dr. Herman Frank, Editor. Published in New York City.
The Srelton Modern School Group of Los Angeles.
Associated Roman Forums, Dr. Frederick W. Roman, Director, Los Angeles

The host of others among Eastern Americans, British, German, Spanish. Portuguese, Scandi­
navian, Dutch, and even Chinese groups can not be overlooked.

A bibliography of this published work, intended to be printed herein, is not now available,
but would indicate the widespread acceptance of Rudolf Rocker's written books in the world.

Published 6-17-44



A TRIBUTE TO RUDOLF ROCKER
By Dr. Freder-ic:k W. Roman,

Editor: Roman Forum Magazine

Reg",t: Universit"y of California

Director: Associated Forums, Ltd.

H:I\'ing reached the milestone of three score
and tell, it is quite natural that it would Ol.:<:ur
to admiring friends that the occasion de­
!Handed a l)('riOO of pause and meditation on
the life and achiCI'cments of one who has ex­
perienced much of the rare and unique in
world history. Our friend, Rudolf Rocker,
had several misfortunes! Among these was
the fact that he was born a century or two
too carly! I f democracy and freedom li\"c
there is some possibility that his tJ'pe of think­
ing would have found better tolcr:ltiOll two
or three centuries hence, and m:l)' IHohably
be in full vogue a millellium hence! However.
it was quite necessary that he should suffer
thus j otherwise it is possible that the creation
and the crystallization of this genius might
never have been brought forth to full fruition.
It was also llttC'SSary thar he should be born
in German)'. Germany was a countr)'. by
virtue of long and learned traditions. that
could bring forth a genius of this type. Also,
it required the 1lC'CC'SS3ry restrictions of li~rt}

that hdd their force in Prussian militarism
and ill crystallizing oppression to bring out
Ihe strivini!: for freedom that characteri7"el the
life and thought of Rudolf Rocker. His
~enius for thinking is genu indy German; like­
\\;se his tOil. his IJersistellce. and his \\;lIing­
ness to make unending sacrifices, are Ger­
man, too.

Again, it took an England to tolerate this
Fret Spirit for a long period of time. and
finally even our America-not too awake
and sensitil'e in the higher reaches or free­
dom-to complete a kind of existence tl1M
made life possible and at the same time did
not fulho prevent the hlossoming and the
bloomini of Ihili Independent Spirit of
Thought and Action.

Today Rudolf RockC'r is deeply pri7.ed b)
a sll\aU group of intellectuals here and d!\('­
where. but Ihe field of true appreciation must
await 'i()llle coming generations.

The world is tOO engrossed and centered
on thin~" material. on the environment. and

DR. FREDERICK \V. RO:'IA:'\'

a world close at home, to be able to encom­
pass a thought that pOnders a world.

".vot;(JnaJism ond Culture" offers a ehal­
It"nge, a field of reminiscence that will furnish
the faggots for the flames of freedom that
will glow in the illuminated centuries ro
come. This volume contains the sentences
and the phrases on which will rest the bul·
wark of thoughtful meditation for the genera·
[ions yet unborn. In its detail it ma)' not
always be accurate-it would be surprising if
future history should make such a reeord­
humanity never has had tOO dear a vision of
the future. The most that one can expect is
an impiration. Rudolf Rocker has come for­
"'ard with the aspiration. He has led the
vang;uard toward the light. He has depicted
the tolllOrrow in dim outlines. The pOten­
tialitie"' of open anllues ha\'e been indicated
and mankind has been definiteh' set on the
march wU'ard light and Ihe optn plains for
the wand('rin~s and Ihe hlbitation.;. of free
men!

..\11 articles from pages I [0 ~o hne appeared in Tht R"JII/on Forum :\Iagazine.
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By Dr. Arthur E, BriSS',

Author: -The Concept of Penonality

De•• of Me-rropoJitaa Univenity, r.o. An~

is. And Rocker is quite free. from the cynicila
that \"itiatt:s the undt"rst:lnding of b(J[h S~
ler and Sorokin.

On comparing Rocker with -another of di­
rectly opposite viewpoints, Pareto; The
scholastic garments that cling so tightly to
Pareto and Sorokin that abstractness seems to
be thi very nature of them, is not so obvious
in Rocker. Scholarly as are his works they
ha\"e always a literary flavor. 'Vith somewhat
the laborious scholarship of a German he
writes with the brilliancy of a cultured French·
man. As Valery and Duhamel write. But
there is an earnestness in Rocker that one
associates with GCfll:l.111 character at its best,
as in Goethe, Schiller and Heine.

Rocker is a man of the world rather than
a nationalist, and therefore his clearly ex.
pressed attitudes are cosmopolitan. One of
his main themes is the opposition he beliC"es
necessarily to exist between nationalism ancl
culture. He is a most ardent protagonist of
human freC'dom, which he conceives as the~
posite of the power of some men Mer other
men.

In such conflicting dualisms one might
think Rocker to be addicted to Hegelian or
:\larxian dialetic, but his doctrine is an ann.
thesis which those high priests of totalitanan.
ism could never have admitted to thor dia­
letical process.

By describing Rocker as a humanicist, I do
not mean tha( he is knowll as such. 'Vere (
attempting here merely to interpret Rockel.
own view~, I would nOt try to arrange hit
thoughts under the heads I have chosen. That
is to say, I do not pretend here to be just a
critic of Rocker's ideas. Rather I am undu
taking to draw from his expressions and illus­
trations to support ideas of my own. That, 1
think. is entirely justifiable if one's purJX* II
so understood. It becomes then no misreprr­
sentation of the man.

But I do feel a great affinity with Rocker.
main thought. Yet I do no( entirdy
with him. I will nOt attempt to disguise
I take Rocker to illustrate my theme bt:caaII!
his thought is so profoundly expletive of IDJ
humania.

Da. ARTHUR E. BRIGGS

ROCKER - THE HUMANICIST

Rcx:k~r's contribution to American think­
ing is among the very best of that rich treasure
of emigre or refugtt talent which has so abun­
dantly come to us through the successive
purges of tOialitarian Europe since 1917.

Unfortunately Rocker has become known
10 only very small circles in this COUillry. But
his thinking has a value that should entitle
it to a first place ill the work of publicists.
Th~ great fundamental principles of

social philosophy which have long been so
distinctively American have had no better
interpreter from a European author than from
Rock.er. He is closer to the liberalism ,md
democracy of Jefferson and Lincoln than any
writer I can mention.

I think he is also rhe best interpreter we
have had of European C\llture and national­
ism. I can illustrate this by comparing him
wi(b Spengler and Sorokin. His brilliancy
and breadth is similar to that of Spengler with·
out the idiosyncracit:s which detract so much
from the conclusions pronounced bj Spengler.
There is nothing dull in Rockt"r nor is he the
prejudiced special pleader that Sorokin often



Therefore, I cull from his work, taking
only a vcry little of its cultural riches, some
of his thoughts that fit into the subject of
humanics, the science of man. For Rocker is
conscious and promotive of nearly every fun­
damental premise of humanics.

I will first gather sollle of his ideas on these
elementary premises. and then arrange certain
of his viewpoints in relation to the great di,·j­
sions of humanics. The latter corrtspond to
a philosophical classification of the sciences
which spring from the five main or mOSt de­
mental aspecls of human nature. These are.
first. the mechanical nature of man expressed
in physic;;, chemistry and ttthnology j Sttond.
the \'ilal nature of man, or his biological as­
p«t; third. the psrchic nature of man and its
rorrelati\c sciences of mind; fourth, the s0­

cial nature of mall, 3.nd the corresponding
sociological sciences; and fifth and lastly. the
esthetic nature of man and the science of
esthetics which is concerned with the arts of
beaut}'. taste, and human happiness. These
are each objectified in cultural entities. such
as machines, biological inw:ntions. the sciences,
social institutions, and fine arts.

I shall take principallv from three books
written by Rocker: his Nntionalism al/(I Cul­
turr, Thr SiX', 3.nd his last worL:, Pionrers of
Liherlarian Thoughl ;n A mrrica.

To explain the term "humanicist," human­
ism is a philosophy; humanics is a science.
Rocker is aware of humanism rather than of
humanics" But a sound philosophy of hu­
manism will have already anticipated mallY
of the principles of humanics. Rocker has
the spirit of a scientist, and he is a humanist.
Therefore, I name him a humanicist.

Rocker recognizes especially the greatness' of
the humanists of the Renaissance and of the
eighteenth century. He marks the contrast be­
tween the authoritarianism and nationalism of
Luther and the cultural humanism of Erasmus
which was repelled by the illiberality of Prot­
estantism (N. & c., 114, 127).- He recognizes
that they (as all humanists) based them­
selves on the ~"TCat ptemise of Protagoras, the
Greek contemporary of Socrates in the Fifth
Centur)", B. c., who said the individu:l1 l11an
it the measure of all thin~s (128). Indeed.
the test and measure of good in any thin~

of culture- is its effect IIpon human person­
ality. \Ve will see that emphasis placed by
Rocker upon every aspect of culture, whether

~ l(Oflf'", "lpl'," the book lind the aulllber8 the
~ ('11..1 IJI .·1....' .:'1111"11 "r ":0:.,.._110"0 aM
Qllture."

machines, life forces, ideas, societies, or arts.
Thus, .,~ to mechanical forces, Rocker will

not yield [Q the dogma of Marxism known
as materialLstic determinism (23, 115).
Therefore he protests against the sacrifice of
1l1en to technique, the degrading of man into
.1 machine. for the l>erfe(:t functioning of the
productive process (524). The human
rhythm must not be chained to or determined
by "any definite scheme or schedule" of a
mechanical SOrt (ibid). And it is directly
asserted that even" compulsion of man to
labor de(:reases his" productive ability (526).
The "big machine" is the menace of mankind;
but for Rocker, as we will see, that is a socio­
logical rather than a ttthnological fact (526).

Rocker takes measure also of biological doc­
trines concerning the role of human beings..
Following I'ropotkin he sees clearly that great
principle of mutual aid as far more impor­
tant in the e,"olution of every species than
the pitiless struggle for sun,ival. :\tutual aid
indeed is a higher and more progressive and
capable form of struggle for existence (470).
Unhappih- Rocker appears to fall into the
egregious" error that "man was not the crea­
tor of society, but society the creator of man"
(471). On the contrary, as a "err eminent
ethnolOf!ist, V_ Gordon Childr. has recently
said: ";\Ianmakes himself." f think, how­
ever, contradictorily with his OW11 views,
Rocker has erred b)' deference to Kropotkin's
theory which overweighed the social factor.
As when Rocker asks and answers the qu~

tion: "'Vhat importance, after all. ha"e all
the trifling, pec\lliarities distinguishing mem­
bers of <Iifferent human groups - which at
best are all that can be established and which
are, in the end. onty results of trained-in un­
derstandill~. ideas and habits - in compari­
son with the over-bearing effect of an idea or
concept of the universe which belongs to all
men with equal force and strides all across
all artificially constructed national bound­
aries"? (471). Is th3.t Rocker's com'iction?
I say no! But his answer is not clear. It
seems only to deny the binding force of na­
tional ideologies (472), with which Oil ethical
grounds we agree. Humanic~ values the
individual differences in m!"n. and' the new
hiology (Julian Huxley) attributes to the ex­
ceptional ,"ariability in men the exceptional
capacit}, of men to progress evolutionally.

Rocker also makes d i..tinction benwen
biolQlrical principles as to races and those
\'itiatin~ "race theories whose advocate:<l have
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nntur~ to judge the mental, moral and
cultural qualities of particular human groups
from the real or imaginary characteristics of
a rare:' and says: "The undertaking is ex­
trcmdy riay." (298). Mankind is a single
race (301). In man environmental influences
are probably more produeti\"e of physical \"3­

riations than race crossings. (304). He dis­
poses quire completdr of the false as..<;umption
that heredity provides a prMictable determin­
ism as to the character and possible attain­
~nfS of a man (316ff). Acquired characters
which arc not transmissible b)' herMity arc
JJKl6t influential in the behavior of man. Ideas,
indeed, rule men more than the primiti~e

urges of love and hunger. (320). Rocker s
chapteT on racism is the most unpleasant to
read, because ir is so'terribly and re\'oltinf!:ly
true.

It is in Tht Six that Rocker has explored
the mysteries of the mind or soul of man. In
three pai rs or contrasted types of men he has
found the apparent contradictions of life ca­
pable of solution: that Faust and Don juan
may at last join hands in "a realm where in­
telligence and impulse are at one" (237) j that
the gloom)' reasonings of Hamlet lIlay be
dispelled and the madness of Don Quixote
may be cleared away when deed is linked with
understanding (243-5); that there is harmon)'
when the introvertive soul of ~redardus the
monk and the extravertive spirit of Heinrich
the poet, so futile when separated, ma)' comt
~her in the merging of the ego and the
other, the "I" finding itself in the "\Ve"
(252-3). In the srory these followed six sev­
em roads to the self-same goal. It teaches
that these. each pursued alone, exhaust the
spirit of man, but happiness and life will
sprin~ anew from the union of intellect and
impulse. of act and understanding'. of inner
and outer self. Together, Roehr believes.
tht}' soh'e the riddle of the Sphinx, the pains
and rorrows of man's inquiring n:ltuTt· that
aeems so hooelessly lost in doubt in the intel­
lect of a Hamlet or Faust, or so madly al­
luring in the lust of Don juan or the imagina­
tion of Don Quixote, in the fren?,y of the poet
or the dark stirrings of religious ual trying
to sne its own soul.

In a review like this I cannot expand ffJ

include much of Rocker's sympathetic n·
jiltstioo of thought concerninr; the m)'steries
of the human spirit. I mention onl~- a little
to tIaow his drift of humanism. He portra\ s
M~CI enterinc the stud)' of Faust ftlId

tempting and corrupting him with the p
ise of knowledge and understanding to d
from his belief and faith in God and to
himself in the lust of love. But disillusi
Faust disco\'ers that "God and Satan are
rhe same race" (36). ~o dependence is 10
placro on either. Man must help hi
liberate him.<;tlf, and sa\"(' himself. (37).

On the other hand, Don j uall is a
realist. He spends no time on ultimates I
a philosopher docs. He lives for and in ..
pleasure of the moment" (44). He is not
bothered by morals. But lusts at last bum
out and leave the riddle of the Sphinx un-­
soh·ed.

Is a Hamlet thrown upon the resourta
of his own brain any better off? Trusting W
thought and reason his instim::tive nature be­
comes confused and in that confusion
loses the strength of will aud deed. Lo~c'

just as powerless before the Sphinx. (103).
But will that 1I0bie knight fare any

on the road, for all that he is attended bs:
realistic serving man deeply engrossed in
things of this \...-orld? No. for idealism
realism can never be Imown to each ot
The Sphinx remains unanswered.

On the fifth r.oad (151) travels
monk, worshipping Mary, the ~Iother

God. But sinful thoughts obtrude upoo
holy vision. And the Devil gets him. A.
the Garden of Eden, self-knowledge
him. He knows himself as jekyll and H
The Sphinx is unanswered.

On the slxth road roams the pan,
seems t6 come frOlll the great mystic
of being in the pre-binh cosmos. The
comes out of the "All" (190). The
dwells in the dream world. He is not
dened by the thralldom of the "I:' Y,
the poet sheds beaut)' all about him u
goes. His songs make all the world to
in beauty. He frees mankind (196).
goes seeking the beautiful blue flower in

.valley. He can convince no one of its r
At long last he finds it. He uproots it
wraps it in his bosom. He hurries back
the world of people, but it has become a
of horror and of pain. He finds the
and goes to deliver them. The little
flower is their salvation. But when he
dra\\"S it from its wrapping it "lies WI

his hand." His harp strings broken. the
pie drive him awal. The social tragtd,.
pure hearted dreamer. the poet, (
E.11ff1 of ,''' P,."" as Haldane thinb



hentfaetor of the race must inevitably be, to be
rau, tom or killed by the mob), is the last
Ad beautiful figure of Tht Six.

And so he ends his journey at the feet of
the Sphinx, sinking in the desert sands.

The story of The Six is a parable of the
mind or soul. Is it reasonable that pursuing
these six separate paths or roads, each one
comes to the end of the journey and disco\'­
en there that all roads lead to the Sphinx and
the riddle of life is answered b}t the merging
there? Is it true that the vice and delusion of
each is purged at the feet of the Sphinx? It
sounds suspiciously lil::e the solution of Nir­
\·ana. Despite the liberties I have proposed
to take with Rocker's thought, I hesitate to
conclude as his conclusion what 'seems obvious
to me. namely, that the cosmic Sphinx must
continue to be a riddle, but in the spirit of
man. and there alone so far as we may now
know, mar there be union of these several
asp«ts of human nature. In the philosophies
of Hume and Dewey, T find somewhat of a
riddling of the riddle. They do not I)retend
to cosmic profundity but only to a working
explanation of man's behavior. But the
Sphinx aside, I think Rocker has very pro­
foundly plumbM these aspects of human na­
turt and discovered a human unit\' or union
which is workable. .

Let us return to Rocker's other work for
his analrsis of the social being of man, where
he appeaFS more hopeful though not opti­
mistic.

I think anyone must be impressed by Rock­
tT's worl:: that, for all the artist he is. his
pu,sion is for social reform. That is his con·
tinuing affinity "";th Kropotkin. Frefilom
.and justice are his watchwords.

But justice is a tenn of the law. Rocker
dillinguisbes betwem state law and common
..... and gives approval only to the latter.

ot n'en in the law of the democratic state
tin he discover a germ of j~stice. It is in
aistOlDaiy or natural law, whose sole sourceit. culture of the people, that justice has
... ICIt of authority (N. & C. 86). I think:

is a wavering in his argument here.
When he declaims against democracy, it is

pntense of democncy in Rousseau.
"iotuWI 01 LilnrtttrUm Thought in
.. approves the genuine democracy

and Lincoln. Occasionally
,1Ie same truth appear in hi.

C.llo" (312).
. (.-..dam ..m Iiooi_

to subscribe to the assumption that the folk~

wa}"S and mores of natural or customary laW'
are flexible enough for the need of social
progress (86).

One must agree with Rocker, 1 believe. in
his thesis against nationalism. His prot:est
against the doctrine of social determinism is
just as valid. (342, 521). But it is not
culture that is to be served, as he supposes
(344). That is the same error of personify~

ing an abstract emit}" as when it is assumed.
that the end of man is to serve society. \Vith
truer insight Rocker insists upon "the per­
sonal objectives of the indi\'idual" (350).
Otherwise freedom has no human meaning.
But he concedes that society is ollly an instru­
ment to serve the personal objectives of indi­
vidual men as far as may be done with due re­
gard for the equality of individual rightsl
(519). He does assume that the elimination of
"the struggle (or political and economic pow­
er" will safeg\lard the interests of all. But
how is that to be attained? He seems to rely
wholh- upon' automatic or natural processes of
cu[tu;ization, once external political compul­
sion is remo\·ed. This point of view seems to
suffer from failure to recognize the existence
of other coercions bet;ides the political. Today
the main excuse for political power is to place
a curb upon excessive economic power. As
Drucker has pointfil out, the economic 0,..
ganization also exerciSt.'S power akin to p0.­

litical power. In any social organization it is
the same. Even if political power is not sepa:
rarely specialized as a function, it will stilt
exist, though in disguise in some Olher social
form. J think Rocker's descril)tion of teo
lil?;ious or e<:c1esiastical power also proves that
(54). Social organiz.ation and social power
are synonymous terms. They art iocidenall
to the Great Society. Culture i~1f is an •
strument of po\\'"er.

What Kropotkin and his followers and ~
the extreme individualists as well have failed
to understand is the true function of consti­
tutions and other governmental checks aniI
balances to restrain the unjust and uneqUll
exercist: of power. Cono;ritutional democr«)':
is the only adequate solution that has yet bae
dev;"d.

[t is the great merit of Rocker that be­
has identified the advancem~nt of~
with tho extent of penonal freedom.·." JJ";
work is primarily a demonstration of tI¥t~
premise of humanica. !Thus in Greece,
~I, in Am-. .......w mea,. tie;



vdoped (367) and ill COllscq\l('nct "the
Greeks are perhaps the only pWIJI~ who were
able to achieve the highest in e\'err fidd of
culture," (359). Likewise in the Italian me­
dienl republics or free cities, "If we leave
ollr of consideration the cit)' republics of an­
cient Hellas there never was another l>eriod
in the history of European peoples which pro-­
duced in so shon a time so gn"at a wealth
of \\'orks of culture." (4-20).

\Vhat makes a culture is in part ill; out­
standing men of genius, "The perronal al·
wars takes first place in artistic \\-ork." (~98,

474). And that includes architKture. ahhough
Rocker sap.: "It is the most social of all
arts and in it is alwars manifest thr will of a
communit)'." (480). And architt'Cture is us-­
uall)' anomalous as to its creator. (481), In
this conclusion Rocker overlooks some facts
such as that the remarkable Gothic cath~drals

were that kind of a collective enterpris~ which
extraordinarilr enshrines individual craftsman­
ship. As he sal'S: "The Gothic cathedral
is not a ttntrali7..ed structure." (-l89), Had it
not been SO much a product of indi\,idual
craftsmen it could not have had that unique
characteristic of being "a structure of ar·
ticulated members. in which e\t'n' part
breathes with its own proper life." (-l89). As
it has been often remarked, the individual
craftsman did 1I0t fail to inscribe his name on
his particular pan of the work of the whole.
In the public buildings of Athens individual
craftsmanship also left its distincrive marl..

The humanism of the Renais.~arlce led to
a yet higher development in solllr respects in
a \'ery great single architKt. ~lichelangelo.

of whom Rocker says: "He strove always
for a subjecth·izing of art." (493). In our
own country it is only nrcessary to Illention
the great individual names of Thomas Jef­
ferson and Frank Lloyd ''''right to under­
stand that architecture also has irs names and
expre~es the ch•• racters of the inrlividtlilt llll'n
who create it and recreate it.

All of the arts, as Rocker emphatically
urges, rise and fall as the freedom of men rises
and falls. It is true of every art, as Rocker
sal'S of speech: It "is not a special organism
obeyinjt its own laws. , .; it is the form of
expression of human indi\'iduals socially
united." (283).

Coming then to our conclusion. as we find
it confirmed by Rocker: HUlIlan:n; T'TO\"ides
a scientific program for the "0" ing of the
"'orId's problems. Rocker h:& t'mphasized

the e\,ils of power in nationalism and religion.
He has not perceived that the problem is ani:
of culture also. Yet ill our analysis of hi
thought under the five principal aspt{:ts of h~
lIlan nature, we have seen that his data con­
firms our judgmt"nt and criticism to a con­
siderable degree,

Thus we find Rocker in agTl-enu:nt that
what has been sometimes assumed as the evil
of the machine is rather a vice of social 0'"
ganization which subordinates Illall and at.
tempts to mechanize him. In answer to thOSt'
who thinks that the evil is inherent in man's
biological nature. Rocker takes and develops
KropotL:in's view that mutual aid and not dt'­
structi\'e struggle between men is and alw3)'$
has been the path of soci:tl progress. The as­
sumption that natural conflict of race_ is at
the basis of all wars Rocker sho\\-s to ~

merd~' an ideological fallacy which has no
foundation in biological facts.

If then we turn to psychology ior t"~p1a­

nation of the ills that afflict Illan and stU
there the remedy, Rocker ur~es powerfully
that the ill lies in the one-sided or onr-traa
pursuit of ends or go.1.ls. The man of action
must join hands with the lIlan of thought: tnt'
intellect must not crush out Ihe man of pas­
:.ion in him, but nevennell"SS the pas.~iolls mullt
be kept under tht" wise guidance of reason.
The individualist must not quench the srm­
pathies of the social man; nor lIlay the socia)
man despise the lone vigils of the soul. That
is the message of The Six,

Of the social evils Rocker singles out what
~ock phrases as "Our Enemy the Sute.'· It
is especially in Rocker's view the embodiment
of the vitiating principle, power, In ,Vation­
II/ism (11lt! Culture he lIlakes all elaborate ar·
gumem against identifying culture with
what he contends is reall)' its neI!:ation. th~
state or nationalism. I wish he had made a
more discriminating criticism. The evil is the
super-state, over-weening n:ltionalism.. In hi
Piol/fers of Libfrfariml TI,ought ill A fI"ricII
he has attained a better understanding of th~
problem and recognized partially the special
~cnius of Jefferson's an(1 Lincoln's solution.
The true democratic process is not derived
from Rousseau but frrllll Jefferson. \Ve mullt
remember that not alI is democracy which iJ
named such. For my part, J do not distinguilla:
liberalism frOlll Jeffersonian democracy,

Finally, if our culture is dt"Cadent, what if
the cause? \Vhat is the cure? The facta
which Rocker adduces show c1earl~· tIut
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where freedom prevails there the genius and
welfare of lIlen is abundant. \Vhere society
is characteri:-.ed by cemralizatioll of power.
~nius dedincs or disappears and economic dis­
tress ensu~. The welfare of mankind can­
not endure slavery in any form. A great ~
pie is a free people, not ingrown or isolated
from neighboring cultures. The good of any
society can be only in. for and throu,i!:h the
advan«ment of each and en:r)' individual
man.

So brid an analysis of such comprehcnsi\c
thinking as characteri7..e5 Rocker's work makes
his rich content seem poor and unattractive.
I think. however, it may have value for ll1tro­
ductiOIl if it makes less conful'ion for the
reader suddenly unmersed in its flood of
learning. In him a great thinker has come
among liS. His judgments are excellent: Hi,

interpretations arc those of great iu,ight to the
cultures of the \Vestern world. To under­
stand our time and its turgid currents Rocker
is the best of guides. To redeem our world
from its ills his remedies are excellent medi.
cine; they stand prO'"en b}' time and experience
of the broadest world scope. 'Vhatevef he
has wTitten is more than worth~' of perusal.
The three books I have refrrred to are in­
dispensable booL::s. It is the excrptional privi­
lege of oursch'cs to do something fa j?,ive
them a much wider circulation. because their
message is so \·ital for the rescue of culture
from the dea<lclling forces of opprl$Si\'e
power! Their watchwords of freedom and
justice afe the symbols of healing vi.rtues for
the ills of individual mell as well as of so­
cieties. The humanism of Rocker, if not
science, is so close that we Illay claim him as
a humanieist,
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RUDOLF ROCKER - Nationalism and Culture
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_PI>f;to lor Odlo....e.

'VAlTER. E. HOLLOWAV

Rudolf Rocker is se\'C~nt}' y~ars old. I
gladly join th~ multitude of his fri~nds

throughout th~ world in cdebrating the oc­
casion. ~IOSl h~artily I send him cordial per·
sonal gr~~tings and wish him many returns of
th~ day, as many as comfort of body and peac~

of mind ar~ his, suffici~nt to allow him to
rontinue his worl:: for the freedom of all man­
kind. A longer life than that 1 do not want
for myself and would not wish for a friend­
it's a thing to r~serve for one's enemies, if he
has them and is vindicative enough to wish it
even for them. A man's worl:: is a major part
of his life and this is ~sp~eially true of a man
like Rocker who lives in and for his work.
May his health hold and his strength con­
tinue for many years!

As a member of the committee that pub­
lished his "Nationalism and Culture" in
America, 1 have been asked to write an articl~

to form a part of th~ symposium in honor of
Rocker. My fri~ndship for the man and my
appreciation of his \\;'ork prompt me to do so
and the insistenc~ of those restless rascals
Cook. and YaHe, who arc alwa)"$ hounding
me to do something, has overcome my indo­
Imtt. I shall lene to others who ha\'e known

By Walter E. Holloway,

Autbor: "The Rubaiyat of Today"
Preside-t: Rocker Publications Committee

Rock.~r long and intimately the pleasant task
of tdling rou about his long and useful life,
and shall confine myself to a few remarks
about his work. Howe\'er, I can not deny
myself the privilege of remembering that 1
m~t him personall}' 3. few times and recog­
nized a man of sturdy mind and gentle heart,
deeply devoted to the cause of Liberty and
possessed of the qualities of affection and
lo}'alty that make him a valued friend. Con­
tact with him has left with me a strong and
lasting and agreeable impression.

Rocker has written many books but his
"Natiollalism (lilt! Cllifure," in my opinion,
easily takes first place in intrinsic importance,
especially at this time. I shall limit my re­
marks to this boolc In a brief article, one
cannot ulld~rtal::e a detailed review and ex­
hausti\'~ criticism of a book of some six hun­
dred pages, packed with data of all forms of
human activity covering the entire range of
history from the days of ancient Greece ro
our own times. That would require a book
in itself and more 3.bility than I possess but 1
may be able to give you the giSt of the book
and fasten rOUT attention upon some of its
most significant points.

As the title indicates, Rocker's desire is
to focus th~ Searchlight of history on the in­
fluence of Nationalism upon Culture in the
long struggle of man for Liberty. The strug­
gle of nation against nation for self.expfeloo
sian and power and conquest has played the
chief role in history since the curtain fim
rose on the drama of human life on eartb.
It has profoundly influenced Man's Life,
in all of its phases, his Culture, his Civiliza­
tion, his Progress, his success or failure in
realizing the supreme instinctive desire of lUI.
heart - PERSONAL FREEDOM and tbl
right and opportunity to build a home for­
himself, his woman and his children. Tha
struggle still goes on. Tn fact it has grown ia
intensity since the last war-\Vorld ,Var
1-3.nd now rises to a climax in 'Vorld ,V:
No.2.

Nationalism has been on a rampage
O\oer the world. It has taken a sp«:ially ..



gressive and virulent form in Germany and
Italy and Japan. In Russia, where for some
years following 1917 we 501W Inter-national­
i~n making progress, Nationalism again
emerges in full force. In Great Britain
Churchill says: "We intend to hold on to
our own." which appl':ars to include India.
He hasn't forgotten Kipling's "Recessional":

"God of our fathers, known of old,
Lord of the far-flung battle line,
Beneath whose awful hand we hold
Dominion over palm and pine." .

And in America, if you want to know' what
is reali" going on behind the scenes, read the
financial papers and listen in on the con­
ferences where the "big boys" gather to
discuss the prospects of posHvar profits.

The problems which Rocker discusses in
his book. are, at bottom, the very problems
that are UP NQ\V for settlement. Upon
a san~ settlement of them depends, in large
measure. the future of mankind: his civiliza­
tion and progress and happiness, if not his
very life. I know of no book more appro­
priate for TODAY'S READING. (It gives
me much satisfaction to note that John B.
Hughes, a News Commentator of ability,
recently commentl"d favorablv, in his Radio
prowam. upon Rocker's "Natiollalism olld
Cliltur~:') I'd like to make it a "MUST
READ" in our State Department, our Halls
of Congress. our Diplomatic Service, our Uni­
versities :md Colleges, our Press, our Radio,
and among our people generally.

We are in the midst of a global war, de-.
structive not only of life and property, but of
cultural values. Now more th:m ever it be­
hooves those. who love Liberty, to be in­
fornled, to think straight. and to act honestly
:md coural!'eously to save as much as we can of
Libertarialli~m whose enlightened influences
are threatrned with extinction all over the
earth. The wolves of rapine are loose, the
lust of power in their hearts, and the slaver of
slaughter driveling from their mouths. War
stimulales emotionalism. heightens prejudices,
"nJ distorts vision. We are prone to over­
love our "friends" and over-hate our "ene­
mie<;" ana for~t the fundamentals of freedom.
to forget that ALL MEN are entitled to
Freedom. [\'en if our "enemies" are not de­
serving of freedom. it is well to remember
that we are not likelv to ~t or keep it for our­
5eh-es without f[f:tnting it to them. In fact
we never shaJl. Peace which is anything more
than an armed truce can never come to •

tortured world except through the UNIVER­
SAL APPLICATION OF JUSTICE,

Again I say that I wish our "moulders of
public opinion" would read Rocker':,: book.

There is a general agreement that the "con­
ditions of peace" should be discussed now.
They are being discussed now but anyone fa­
miliar with the last "Peace" recognizes the
danger that the "same old mistakes" wiII be
made inevitably unless A CLEARER UN.
DERSTANDING OF THE FACTS IS
HAD. r see small evidence of this. Liberta­
rians, at least, could read Rocker':,: book:. They
could try to see dearly, think calmly, and act
soberly and courageously, and hold fast to the
essential principles of Liberty and Justice.
'Vith these thinJ!;S in mind let us taIee a took
at the present, in the light of the past, and
try to steer a straight course for the future.
Otherwise we shalt miss the true meaninJ':' of
Rocl::er's book.

"Nationalism and Culturrc" is not a perfect
book. No book is-not even mvown. (I hope
vou see me smile as r say this!) Thomas
Hardy once said: "I have written many boob
during my lone; life and now that I am old (he
w'as near ninetv) I look back and wish that I
had not started to wrile until I was past fifty."
I am sure that everv thoughtful man must
feel the same way. I never pick up what I
wrote even a few years ae;o without findine:
fault with it, in manifold details. even thou~

I adhere to the theme in its main aspects. It
~ in this spirit that T venture tn comment
upon some phases of Rocker's book. For
every point nf disaJ!"reement T find ten of
agreement. The book is a e;reat anti useful
book and deserves a place in the library of
every serious student.

Rocker wants man to be free because he re-­
J>"ards Culture as a flower that come:': to full
blo~om onl\7 on the stalk of Freedom.
""tV"here Frrt·t!om flourishes Culture flourishes
and where Freedom lan1!uishes Culture lan-

'h n' • h h hj!llIS es, I~ a'1 aXIom t at runs t roug every
chapter of his book. (The wordini!: of the
axiom is mine but I am sure that Rocket'
wnuld agw' with it.) He insists that Society
(th.. ensemble of rocial instit1ltions) i~ "nat­
ural" and that the State is "artificia1." Society,
being "natural." (as he thinks) - the out­
growth of instinctive h\lman reTations throu~·

out the ag~ - he regards as wholesome and
conducive to progress.

The State (under whatever form - Mon­
archy, Republic or Dictatorship). being ar-
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is another of the inventions of these miracl~

mongers.)
The clerln' have always been sensitive to

Paul's admonitions and still are. The "phil­
osophers" only slightly less so. And the Ie.
said about politicians of all sorts the better.
The point I am makin~ is that "Society," lib
the State, is artificial. in large part, and.
blindly acquiesced in, is restrictive, coerci~.
and destructive to personal initiative and lib­
erty. Customs rule us with insistent force
just as laws do. Tn many ways even more
eHttti\'e1v. G. R. Shaw once said: "An Eng­
lishman is a mall who thinks his national
customers are natural law'S."

But Rochr's main thesis stands: The
State is anifici<11 <11l{1 coercive and unopposed
tends to destrov the individu<11. Progress from
early days until today Ims consisted in limita­
tions rut upon governments by men strug­
glinp.: for per~nal libertv. We should re­
member th<1t institutions '<1re made for men
and not men for institutions. \Ve should
learn wiseh' to d;sohe\'. You should read
T-tarold Lasky's "ThF D(tnQ"rr of Obf'ili,'1u."
~o. \,"hile Tcan not follow Rocker in his hoPf'­
ful distinction between State and Society. I
hasten to say that mv criticism adds to rathrr
than lessens the sig:nific::lnce of his theory con­
cerni,n~ the e(fret of Nationalism upon Cul­
ture. In pointing out that Society. as well
?s the State. is artificial and coerei\'e I am
'~ereh- saying that Societ}' also tends toward
absolutism <1nd. therefore. lI1a\' defeat and de­
stro" Progress and Culture..

As Libertarians we lI1\lSt rest our hopn
of Libert" uoon modifying- Societ~' ::II~. A
bonl- that isn't worth criticism isn't worth
rearl.in~. Rocker's book very decided I" if
worth both. It is provocative of thou~ht.
R..qdinJ! it sends me constilntly to other ""oks:
t.., Krol1otkin's. to TeHerson's. to Harrv Elmer
Rarnes' "Tf/orld Politics in M/Jdfrn r,i.,ili....
liOli." to other writers from Plato to Rus'1!lL
Am' book that can do that has mv r
menclation and the writer of it mv -appreci
ti""l <1nd e-ratitudl:'. .

In connection with the dutv of Libuta'!
rians to re;;ist the encroachments of ::II,thori
r must remind rou esoeciallv of leff .

{ 'h' earh' intelltttu<11 life "'as satur::lted
\ (Mlr Colonial histon·. our stru~l.. for [

'·'....nden~. and the 'Iiterature of th- F
>;'r"oluhonar)' Period from which Jdf
·n..J Frankl_n derivnl. much of their .-::.'.'_
ation to dehnd and prrsen'e personal Ii

tHicial, man-made and coercive, he regards as
prejudicial to individual freedom and there­
fore to Culture. As a broad generalization T
accept his conclusion. I would go even far­
ther than he does in his animadversions on the
State. I think the State is not only "artificial,"
man-made. but made by a few c1~ of men;
namelr, the priesthood, the "divine-right" rul­
en;, the thing-holders. the philosophers, and
other "seekers of power," or their suppOrters,
but T can not accept his eulogy of Society.
Society, loo. it seems to me. bears the ear­
marks of human handicraft. It, too. is largely
man-made. It is not, as the anthropologists
sav it is. the natural out2:rowth of the inter­
relations of ALL MANKIND.

It was made by the same interested panies
who lll:lde the State and for the same re:lsons.
No. it W:lS Ilot ALL MANKIND. who lll~de

SOf"ietv. anv more than it was ALL MAN­
KI:"JD who made the State. This assump­
tion. made bv anthropologist~ e:el1..rally. ap­
pean; to me a gross error. That Rocker ac­
olliesred in it is to be regretter!. Eve" the
?ble Fram: RoltZ did not Sl'riollslv challenl!;e
The acsumption. All social institutions. (~o­

cietv) of which government i~ but one. had
th..ir oriein in the self-at!Wandi7inl! m:tchina­
~ion~ of primitive priesthoods. Bv whatever
r:>me the,' were known: miracle-workers.
makers of magic. medicine-men. they were
IIdf-anoointed a2'(':nts of some "di";ne" oowq.
and they co'1stituted themselves the "1rO\'ern­
ment." As wielders of "temporal" oowl:'r thtv
"",,,,de" the law!' anrl as the "int..rnret"f<''' flf
"SDiritual" oower they "m:tde" the "~in~."

And in both easel thev coll~ted the "fees."
the "taxes" and the "tithes."
Th~ ~oothsayers were the first kin~. A~

time p:\~~d \':\riOIlS other classes. bv rC:\<;(ln of
'power <1cqll;rrd in one way or <1noth"r. forced
their W<1\' into the 2:overnmellt. Soldiers were
the first to g:et in, then land-lords <1n(1 recent"·
labor-Ie<1ders. The chan!!e in governnlellt h<1~

not been <1S marked as the ch:lIlge in the "lrad·
tors." h's <1 long <1nd sorn' story whil;h C<1n
not be told here. Saint Paul formul<1te(l th~

.Iovan not only for the priests but for all
"Kine:'s Men": philosophers and educator~.
onHtidan~ under whatever ma~k the\' hi,II:':
"The powers that be are ordained of ('tOil.
He that r~i'lteth t~ power resi~teth ('rOd.
damnation." In other words if we do not
fallow our 1O"emon lile a PUpD\' follow"" hie

no we shall land ineviubly in hell. (Hell



Jefferson distrusted 2Overnment. He insisted
upon putting definite limits to its powers.
He was not a member of the Convention
that drafted our Constitution but he wrote to
Patrick Hem}' from France, urging him to
resist the adoption of the Constitution unless
and until a Bill of Rights was included. That
is the history of the first eleven Amendments
which were adopted with the Constitution.

Jefferson knew that the History of Prog­
ress is the history of the struggle of the people
to limit the powers of government. The great
Magna Carta, wrested from crazy King
John in 1215 is a soecific limitation of pow­
ers. The Bill of Rights, wrested from auto­
cratic Kine: Charles in the seventeenth cen­
tury likewise is a specific limitation of the
powers of J!:overnment. That is why Jef­
ferson insisted upon a Bill of Rights in Amer­
ica. It is largely to his splendid fight against
the react;onaries of his time that we owe our
Bill of Rights. His: "That government is
bf"St which j!'overns least," should be carved on
the Public Buildings in WashinJ!:ton, D. C_
today.

Tefferson had the same love for and con­
fidencf' in the rOl'1lllon O"'Or)!e that Li'leoln
and KroDOt1:in had. and Roclcer ha--. This
is s;lmificant. Tt sneaks well for Roehr and
should commend him to Arnerican readers.
Rocker. as a rdultte from Hitler's Gennany,
~hould find a ~vmnath .. tic hearing in thi~ coun­
tn'_ "'hen 1 read Roehr I k.-eo thinking
of Jefferson. Let no one think that my con­
....rn over the centralization of power in
\Va.~inetoJl i~:"n idle and baseless fear. 1 have
"":Itched this p.-radual lIssumntion of oower for
n..arly fift" relit'S and snldi..d the e:rowth of
COllrt 'Prerogatives. under the interoretations
of the SllDrem" Court, and I do not hesitate
to !3Y that Jefferson. were he alive, would
\'Qice extremf' anxiety.

Shortlv before hi~ death, I talkefl with Sena·
tor Robert M. La Follette, Sr., ahollt his long
I'trurgle for Liberty in and outside of the
Senate. and I can never fore:et his melancholv
reflections over what seemerl to me a splendid
and Cllural'::eous career. \Vhen I compli­
mente<f him lIoon his accotnDJishments he said
.ltv but with utter sincuity and simplicity:
., haventt an-ompliodled much, young man."
... me.t adrled wistful1r: "Perhans thinp
wuuId hive hem ,,"orse if I hadn't tried."
18K lOt And there is an admonition to YOU

... me ... bestir oune1ws and noAst arbitrary

....ariel today. "Etema1 viiPJanct' is the

price of liberty." It really is and I may add
that it is the marl:: of good citizenship.

Under \Var Powers the Federal Govern­
ment is reaching into the li\'es of individual
citizens to an amazing degree_ ::\1uch of this
assumption of power is unnecessary even from
a military standpoint and reflects the desire
merely to "regulate for the sake of regulation"
if we are to believe Fulton Lewis. Jr., who
broadcasts ''The Top of the News" from
\Vashington. It would pay you to tune in on
MT. Lewis. I'm sure you would be better
able to distinguish between "meddling and
muddling," and efficiency. I am not here im­
pugning anybody's motives but merely dis­
cus.~ing methods. Such constructive criticism
as Mr. Lewis often makes is a service to the
cause of Liberty.

\Ve shall get, I think, a clearer concept of
the relation of Nationalism to Culture, when
reading Rocker's boole, if we keep in mind the
profound influence that technological processes
have had throue:hout the ages, especiallv in
modern times since the invention of labor­
savin~ machinery. We need to keep in mind
the relation of Leisure to Culture and that
leisure has 1>«n VlIStiV influenced by labor­
savine: machinery. Rocker refers to the splen­
..tit! Greek: culture of the classical period of
l()() B, C. as nroof of his thesi~ that where
FreMom flourishes Culture flourishes.

There \,,-a~. to be sure. a malmificent f'ff1or­
f'S('t"nce of cult',re in "deTTlOCratic lind Iibertya
10vine: Athens": Aeschvlus. SoohOC'les and
E"ripirles flourished a~ ~t~: Aristotle, Plato
:1,,11 Socrates eYOOundeJ their phiJ~Dhies;
Phidias c;lrved hi~ beautiful statutes; DerntJ8­
thf'nt'S delivrret! his impassioned orations;
HerodotllS and Thuc\'dides recorded their his­
torie~: Democritus made a commendable be­
rrinnine; in science; and even Pericles, thouKb
he was mnre a potiticilln than a statesman.
was a brilliant man. Rut the freedom of
the fr,w thousand dti7"en~ of·Athens, which
enabled them to develop this splendid culture.
rested upon the subjugation of manv times
their number of slaves. Actuallv the FREE.
nO\f for cultural activitie<l of the eitizenl
of Athens rested upon SLAVERY.

It may be said t"at this was necessary at
the time. \Vithout laoor.savinJr machinery
leisure of the few was impossible except
throue:h the slavery of the many. Gnnt that,
But this is not t~ ideal of the Libertarian of
today. It is not Rocker's ideal. He and we
want liberty and leisure and culture for ALL
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MANKIND. A decent civilization can stand
and endure on no other basis. So, we must
take Rocker's illustration in ddense of his
thesis of liberty as the basis of culture in the
light of the historical facts. I t is not a re­
pudiation of his thesis but it is an admonition
to look carefully to the circumstances of the
times. The same animadversions may be made
as to the Mediaeval Period when the Revival .
of Learning took place. The culture of the
few rest~ upon the leisure of the few and
that in tum rested upon the serfdom of the
many. The explanation is the same as in Ath·
ens: there was no labor-saving machinery.

But what of TODAY? 'Ve have labor­
saving machinery NOW. The big machine
does the work of an hundred or a thousand
men. Clearly, if the machine's ability to
create leisure for men were applied to creating
leisure for ALL MEN, instead of a FEW
MEN, there would be the opportunity for
Culture for all men instead of limiting it
to a few men. THAT is the ideal of the
Libertarian. THAT is the ideal of Rocker.
And herein lies the force of his great book,
"NotionaJislll and Culture:' Even now when
the machine makes leisure and liberty and cuI·
ture possible for ALL, the State can be used
to defeat this supremely desirable end. It can
be u~d still, as it has been u~d in the past,
to prevent progress. It is SO USED. Ameri­
cans are horrifi~ by the use of the State in
Germany, in Italy, and in Japan, to regiment
and enslave their peoples. to stifle self-ex­
pression and initiative. This, we sec, stran­
gles Culture.

Rocker has pointed out this inherent ten­
dency of the State throughout all history.
That the danger is still apparent is clear.
Now more than ever it is clear. Instinctively
America and Great Britain, where the strug­
gle of the individual to limit the powers of
State has m3de most progress, fear the spread
of this tendency through the world. We are
right in fearing it. Life without Liberty is
DEATH. But we should remember the long
struggle even in democratic countries to check
the same tendency. The struggle in England.
The stru~le in America. We should re­
member Jefferson. The tendency is still alive
in England. And it is alive here. Good
citizens strive against this tendency AT
HOME as well as ABROAD. Libertarians
!'ave a h~.:lI\'Y responsibility to stri\'e against
It to the extent of their ability. 'Ve should
arive to inculcate and maintain a sane and

healthy public opinion, and k.eep alive and
functioning a sturdy opposition to the too­
strong drift toward complete bureaucracy at
\Vashington, which if not curbed, will inevi­
tably stifle all self-expression and render our
people incapable of performing their normal
and nttesSary activities. This all-absorbing bu·
reaucracy can very well defeat the fair ends
eYen of democracy. That is why I have men­
tion~ Fulton Lewis, Jr.,'5 Radio program.

Also, I should encourage you to listen to
Raymond Gramm Swing who r~ently has
criticized the unnecessary suppression of new!.
His program is introduced with the slogan:
"Only an informed America can be an in­
vincible America." These are he3lthy ac­
tions and should be encour3ged. And above
all the complete story of the dangers that in­
here in 31l governments, from which not even
democratic governments are immune, is told
graphically in Rocker's "Nationalism ontl
Culture." It is PRESENT DAY reading.
All the happiness and misery of life, all the
joy of accomplishment and the tragedy of
failure, all the drama of human life:-al1
these are involv~d in the long struggle for
FREEDOM. And the struggle still gotS

on. You have a part to pia}" in it.
Also, I think. Libertarians should .avail

themselves of the tremendous advantage which
science gives them in their arguments for Li~

erty as a basis for Culture and the improve­
ment of social conditions. Rocker has ginn
us the fundamental ele~nts of the historical
argument for Liberty: "\Vhere Liberty flour­
ishes Culture flourishes," but science shows
\VHY this is true. Darwin proved that
"Function beg~ts organism." Life must be
FREE or it cannot continue. LIBERTY IS
LIFE, TYRANNY IS DEATH. That i.
the voice of immutable NATURE. Intcrfer·
ence with functional activity, physical or meo­
tal, strikes at the very heart of life. Put an
arm, a perfectly healthy arm, in a sling and
it will atrophy and decay. Put a brain in a
straight-jad:et of 3uthoritarian suppression of
thought and expression and you'll get a moron.
That is why there are so many morons abroad
in the land. 'Ve should not forget that
NATURAL LAWS 3re a force in dem~

raeies as well as in dictatorships-in America
as in Germany.

Free thought - and frtt spetth and fru
press are not only POLITICAL but 810.
LOGICAL necessities. Sllppress:on in Arne....
ica has tltt same destructive ~ffects as is
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Italy; like causes have like effects EVERY.
WHERE. There are no exceptions or inunu­
nities. If we forget those things we may eas­
ily lose the whole substance of what America,
with its history of comparative freedom, is
striving to hold and increase: LIBERTY.
\Ve are on sound scientific ground and ha\·e
every right to claim that LIBERTARIAN­
ISM is the only philosophy tbat promises a
reasonable hope of the solution of man's pr<».
lem on earth: the making of a HOME ON
EARTH, comfortable and beautiful, for all
the children of men. It is the "last best hope
of earth," and NO\V is- the time to strive
to this end.

We should not forget: that reactionary tend­
encies can and do gain strength, under war
pressure, even in democracies. There are seri­
ous proposals in Washington to resort to con­
scription of labor and compulsory assignment
of jobs. This is highly dangerous. It sounds
like "conscript labor." The "pay as you go"
tax bill, if it carries with it the collection of
the tax "at the source"-from the worker
through his employer-is not as "pretty" as
it may seem. Old King Charles will turn
over in his grave, sit up and say: "Now why
the devil didn't 1 think of that?" Improvi­
dent people accustomed to installment bu)'ing,
may like the idea of paying taxes that way, but
it is, nevertheless, a dangerous infringement
of personal liberty. Even labor union men
are beginning to object to such collection of
their dues.

As Rocker has pointed out there are dan­
gen inherent in Nationalism, whatever form
it may take: l\lonarchy, Dictatorship, Demo­
cracy. What hope then is there for the hu­
man race? Does it lie in Inter-nationalism?
Perhaps, but not necessarily so. It depends
upon the nations making up the inter·nation.
A convention of house-breakers doesn't make
a group of honest men. Unless individual na­
tions "clean house" at home and come into
the Inter·national Court with clean hands, any
attertlpt at World Comity will fail at this
time, after the war, as the League of Nations
failed after the last war. I recall \Voodrow
\Vilson's famous Fourteen Points: sdf-deter­
mination of peoples, peace without reprisals,
fne world trade, etc. and etc., but what hap­
pened? You really should read John Maynard
Keynes' "Economic Constqurnus 01 tlte
Puue" and John Dillon's "inside Story oltlu
Pmu Co,,/~renu." They teU why the
Le.a&ue of NatiOlU failed. And they also tell

why a Council of United Nations, made up
of victorious nations determined to exclude
conquered nations and keep them for an in­
definite period under military occupation,
would fail.

The present prospect in the plans being dis­
cussed. for Peace are not encouraging. Great
Britain has no intention of coming into Coun
with "clean hands." ChurchiU says: 'We in­
tend to hold on to our own." He means, I am
sure, the British Empire-India et al. That
he does mean this is evidenced by the action
of the British Labor Parry, as told in today's
London papers. (April 4, 1943) The Labor
Party (not the Labor Ministers in Churchill's
Cabinet) call upon the Government to an­
nounce their intention to put the colonies--all
of them, India included-under Inter-nanonal
Mandate, in such manner as will guarantee
complete freedom to the colonies, within a
reasonable' time, and meanwhile guarantec
thclll unimpeded free trade, without monopo­
listic advantages to Great Britain. And they
say THIS is the only POSSIBLE SURE
FOUNDATION FOR PERMANENT
PEACE. Unless Great Britain does this
there is no chance of securing the cooperation
of .the East in World Comity. \Vendell
\VilL.:ie told us that when he return~ from
his wurld trip. It is true.

You can not found NEW RIGHTS
UPON OLD WRONGS. Nothing shan of
JUSTICE - world-wide and all~inclusive­
will serve as a basis of Peace now. A Super­
Nation, made up of self-aggrandizing and ex­
ploiting nations, could be and would be even
a greater menace to Libert)' than anything
this weary old world has yet seen. It could
be and would be the SUPREME TYRANT.
And it would fail and war would come again
to drench the world in "blood, sweat and
tears." It would come inevitably because such
a Peace would not be a Peace but an armed
truce. Sullcn peoples would gather strength,
in spite of suppression, and revolt. The world
would be a volcano in which subterranean
gases accumulate ready to burst forth with
fire and destruction.

There is something in the human breast
that will not forever be suppressed - that
something is LIBERTY. England has known
the value of free speech and free press, at
horne. Can she never learn that [hev have
the same value ELSEWHERE? And LIB­
ERTY, in all its fonns is in the SAME
CATEGORY I The British Labor Party ill
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to be commended for speaking OUT at this
time. Liberty-loving people in America
should, also, speak. out NO\\' while Anthon)'
Eden is here to get us to agree to England's
plans. (The British Labor Part)' says THAT
is Eden's mission.) \Ve must build a founda­
tion for Peace this time that will hold up
OUR HOUSE OF HOPE FOR THE
FUTURE.

The prospect is not bright. Global war
means global mongages. Bonds by the mil­
lion billions-a load to break e\'en the back
of old Atlas who is said to ha\'e carried the
earth. But, on the other hand, the world's
peoples have a chance such as they never had
before. In Athens the leisure of the few
rested upon the slavery of the many. Culture
and libcny were limited to those who had
leisure. Now, by reason of labor-saving ma­
chinery and science, leisure could be the lot
of ALL MEN.

If we had the seliseand Will to do it, we
could build a decent world. IT IS OUR
JOB. NO ONE AND NOTHING 'VILL
DO IT FOR US. ~ature doesn't guarantee
the success of the human race. There is no
teleological purpose in ~ature that assures us
that we will not land up ill the rock. beds of
the earth as fossils as the mammoth and the
mastodon did.

Evolution, as taught b)' Dam;n, does not
mean that progress is necessarily onward and
upward. Nor is it necessary that we should
go down and OUt, as Spengler thinks. The
matter, with all its possibilities of success or
failure, is in OUR HAN OS. The stuff is
here out of which we can build a HOME
ON EARTH. But to do so means that WE
SHALL HAVE TO LEARN TO PLAY
FAIR WITH EACH OTHER ALL
OVER THE WORLD. ONLY JUS·
TICE, IN THE END, WILL SERVE
US NOW.

CONCERNING -
"BEHIND BARBED WIRE AND BARS'

_Plt<llo ., 04kll'U.

RAY E. CHASE.

By Ray E. Chase,
Tr,,,u14tor of
-Nationalism aDd Culture
-The' Six
-Anarcho-Syndicalilm
-Behind BarbC'd Win and San
-The' Life' and Time'l of Johann Molt

From De.cember, 19H. to :\larch, 1918,
Rudolf Rocker was interned by the British
government :IS an aliell enemy. The story of
his experiences and observations ill all English
concentration camp during that time is told in
his book, "/Jp/linrl /Jarbed Wire and Bars."
The book presents a picture of a terrible but
somewhat neglected aspect of the war that is
unsurpassed by any factual narrative to which
that bloodr period ha~ gi\'cn rise.

A score of writers have told impressively
the tale of what the war did to the bodies and
the minds of men in the Irenches and on the
battle line; Rocker shows us what it did to
the bodies and the minds of Il'IC'n who never
saw the battle' line or the trenches, in parricu-
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lar, what it did to their minds. He shows \IS

a traditionally generous and tolerant peo!)le
stampeded by the rabble-rousers and the yel­
low press into fanatical fear and savage, cruel
hatred, a government dragooned by the same
agencies into a policy of senseless brutality
against helpless and harmless men and women.
He shows us these helpless victims regimented,
starved, insulted, maltreated, driven to in­
sanity, to suicide, to fanatical fear and savage
hatred on their side. He shows us individ­
uals; heroes, cowards; weaklings, giants;
high-minded gentlemen, pusillanimous cads;
ignorant laborers, learned pundits; sailQrs,
workmen, artists, journalists, doctors - thou­
sands of men of a hundred sorts, overwhelmed
by a common disaster because of a common
misfortune: they had all been born under a
different flag. He shows the effects on them
of what was done to them.

He shows us Ellglish officials whose conduct
and attitude make us blush for our humanitv.
He shows us others whose finencss and mag­
nanimity givc us a warming thrill. He shows,
ill shan, with quite pictorial clarity, that
smaU but complicated world into which the
war had shut him.

Tfle story is the most devastatingly con­
vincing because it is told without a trace of
national prejudice or personal rancor. This
does nOt mean that it is told dispassionately;
Rocker is not a dispassionate person; he is,
as I have said elsewhere, incapable of indiffer­
ent attitudes: his sympathies arc too easi1r
stirred and tOO profound for that. The star\'
is lIot told altogether objectively, for much
the same reason; what went on in Rocker
himself was for him such an integral part of
the drama that he tells it, simply, straightfor­
wardly, just as he tells the rest.

The story is impressive and important as a

picture of an ugly aspect of war; it is en­
trancingly interesting as a human documcnt;
it is highly readable just as an adventure
story. It is revelatory in the insight it gives
us into the mind and character of the author.
SYlllpathetic, humorous, understanding; ad­
miring, affectionate; angry, contemptuous;
proudly - sometimes stubbornly - defiant;
tactfully-but never humbly-conciliatory, he
set himself couragcously and devotedly at the
task of taking as much as possible of the
curse out of the life of his fellow prisoners.
By his courses of lectures on literature, his­
tory and social problems he relie\'cd the dead­
ening monotony of prison life and at the same
time opened new intellectual vistas to many
of his he2.rers. He arragned to get books
for them; he helped to organize concerts and
classes; he listened to their troubles and en­
couraged and advised then'/. After the first
year, as the elected represcntative of the in­
terned thcm, he organized and directed the
internal affairs of the camp and dealt in its
!lame with the English officials. The story
cannot be summarized; it requires the book
to tell it.

Mention must be made of the rapid but
graphic sketch of the difficulties in the radical
groups ill London growing Out of the diver­
gent views of the war, which Rocker presents
at· the beginning of the book. His accotlJlt
of. his distrcss at being obliged to take a stand
in opposition to that of Kropotkin, whom
Rocker describes as the great event of his life.
movcs one deeply. But here, tOO, we cannot
sunUllarize.

It has been a delightful task to translate
the book. I think it is an important book; I
know it is an interesting one; many parts wiJI
be read again and again by those who read
it at all. I pre<lict that there will be many
such.
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REVIEW OF TWO ROCKER BOOKS
By Herbert Read

published in nThe Criterion" Magazine,
LondoD, England, July, 1938

ANARCHo-SVNDlCALISM. ITs HISTORY IN SPAIN. By Rudolf Rocker. (Seeker and Warburg,
London)

NATIONALISM AND CULTURE. By Rudolf Rocker. (Covici Friede, New York)

-16-,-

Rudolf Rocker is the Illost distinguished
living exponent of the theory and philosophy
of libertarianism. These two new works by
him differ widely in method and score. The
first is short and polemical. It has been in­
spired by the necessity of explaining to a public
that had almost forgotten the existence of such
people the presence of two and a half million
anarchists ill Spain. But for the outbreak of
the civil war, the public would still be kept
in ignolance of the fact that among the va­
rieties of socialism is a practical alternative to
marxism. Such a conspiracy of silence has
been po!>Sible because almost everywhere, ex­
cept in Spain and South America, the socialist
press is entirely in the hands of marxists, or
of socialists committed to an authoritarian and
bureaucratic organization of society-

In "A1Iarcho-Sydicalism" the author traces
the history of socialism from the beginning
of the industrial revolution, and shows
how in the very first formulations of social­
ism two distinct doctrines existed, one au­
thoritarian and finding its great exponents in
Marx and Engels, the other libertarian and
finding its great e.xponents in Proudhon and
Bak:.unin. The conflict between Marx and
Bakunin was not merely a difference about
political strategy, it was not even a clash of
personalities, except in so far as personality
and thought are identical. It was a funda­
mental distinction in philosophical and politi­
cal concepts, a distinction far more funda­
mental than that which is commonly sup­
posed to exist between communism and fas­
cism. Anarchism is best conceived as an ex­
treme form of liberalism, it regards the free­
dom of the individual as a necessity at every
stage of social evolution. Marxism on the
other hand, is as absolute as the monotheism
which was in its founder's blood, its freedom
is as remote as the blessings of paradise, and
everything is subordinated to the establishment
and maintenance of immediate power over the

lives of all who live within its domain. Proud­
hon perceived this very early in its devel­
opment. Writing to Marx on the 17th of
May, 1846, he said:

"Cherchons ensemble, si vous voulez, les
lois de 1a societe, la monde dont des lois se
realisent, Ie progres suivant Ieque1 nous par­
venons a les &.ecouvrir. Mais pour dieu­
apres avoir demoli tous les dogmatismes a
priori, ne songeons point a notre tour, a en­
doctriner Ie peuple, ne tombons pas dans la
contradiction de votre compatriote Martin
Luther, qui, apres avoir renverse Ia theologie
catholique, se mit aussitot a grand renfort
d' excommunications et d' anathemes, afonder
une thcologie protestante."

But Marx, as Mr. Edward Muir once
showed in an excellent essay which was pub­
lished tOO obscurely, proceeded to follow the
spirit and method of Luther to the extreme
limit of dogmatism and intolerance. Between
the socialism of this authoritarian type and
the liberalism of such idealists as Godwin,
Proudhon, Owen, Bakunin, Tolstoy and Kro-­
potkin there can not and never did exist the
least resemblance. That many young people
in England, including the reviewer, should
during the past twenty years have allow'cd
their instinctive liberalism to become en­
tangled with a doctrine so utterly opposed to
their essential principles, can only be explained
by the ambiguity which characterizes the
whole terminology of socialism.

Mr. Rocker, having explained the historical
dillergcnce of anarchism and marxism, traces
the development of the anarchist mOllement in
various parts of the world. His smaller book
is, in fact, historical rather than constructive,
and it might have been more lIaluable if it had
included a more prcrise account of syndicalist
organization. We need a practical plan for
the existing trade-union organization to elloille
into syndicalism lines. It is largely a qu~.

tion of the abolition of trade union bu-



r~aucracy anti the abandonJn~nt of political ac·
tion; of a J?1~ater degre~ of autonomy in "'orl::
she,. and district; f)f federalization inst(',ld of
centralization. If anarcho-syndicali~:l is to
make any progress in this country it nuds, not
only a n~w name, bur a precise progJam.

"Nalionalism and Culture" is a worl:: of
alt(lg~th~r diff~rent ord~r. In about six hun·
dr~d larg(' pages it surveys the whole range of
hum'm culture, and as an analysis and int~r­

pr'_tat~,Jn of history offers itself as an alt~rna­

:l\IC to the compamble works of Jltlarx, Pareto
al1(1 Spellgler. Its main plltpose is to contro­
vert all forms of fatalism-religious, rolitoical
or economic. Its guiding principles is that
"the causes which underlie the prO( .sses of
social life have nothing in rom:llon with the
laws of physical and mechaJl:ai natural
~\·~nts. for th~ are pur:.ly the results of hu­
man purpose, which is nOt l''(o':cable !'l)f scien­
tific methods. To misinterpret this fact is a
fatal self deception frer.1 which 'l017 a con­
fused notion of reality can result.' .'aturally
such a doctrine is in direct ctnfliet with his.­
torical materialism, and the main purpose of
the bool:: is to provide a defense of individual­
ism against those interpretations of history
which would reduce culture to a by-product

of social and economic forces. ThO!lC insti­
tutions which ~xpress the "will to power" and
determine th~ forms of social expression are
shown everywhef~ and at all times to be in
conflict with the true culrural values of man­
kind. "The whol~ of human history has up
to now been a constant struggle between tM
cultural, creative forces of society and the
power aims of particular cast~ whose lead~n

put definite bounds to cultural efforts, or at
least tried to do so. Culture gives man con­
sciousness of his' humanity and cr~ativ~

strength; but power deepens in him the sense
of dependenc~ and of slavish bondage."

It is impossible to ~ve an ad~quate revi~

of a book so dense with facts. I can only state
that wher~ I have special k:nowled~ as in the
history of art, I have invariably found these
facts correct. Their interpretation is another
matter. I do not say that this "\V~ltan­

schauung" is destined to supersede all othtts.
There is a grain of truth - e\'~n a vein of
truth-in Stungler, in Pareto and in lIttrTJt.
It is the ob~ion with this one asottt of
truth that vitiates their systems. T find Rock­
er more tolerant, more modest, more aware..of
the essential values in culture. In on~ word,
I find him infinitely more sympathetic.

TRUE VERSUS UNTRUE STATEMENTS
By William Zuckerman

Th~ contro\'ersy raised by the f,tither un­
fortunate artides of i\lr. Albert Jay Nock in
the Atlantic 1I10nlhi" has, to my knowledge,
produced one perfect refutation of Mr. Nock's
theory and has given one complete answer to
his arguments. The refutation is perfect be·
cause it is made up nQt of words, but of deeds;
the answer is complet~ because it replies to
vague theories and strong prejudices in terms
of a life. rich and colorful, whose very ex­
ist~nce d~nies th~ lie that non-Jewish "Oed­
d~ntals" and J~wlsh -"Orientals" can ne\'er
mix and understand each oth~r. The incidmt
also draws attention to a remarkabJ~ character
living obscurely in our midst and doing a
work which is unique not only in oUr timn,
but in all~. That unique life and per­
sonaIi)', which in themseh'eJ are a strikina

denial of Hitler's racialism, are th~ of Mr.
Rudolf Rocker.

M r. Rudolf Rocker is a well-known writer
and lecturer 011 labor and social problems, an
author of many books which hav~ attracted
the attention of students of social theory. He
is l::nown more in Europe, particularly in Eng.
land, than in th~ United States. In London,
before th~ First World \Var, Mr. Rock~r W8I
a figur~ to be conjured with in th~ labor and
social-refonn movement of his day. He was
one of a galaxy of stars who clustered about
the brilliant prince Peter Kropotkin in the
days of his exile in London. where he and his
group strenuously opposed and effcctively
countered the influ~nce and theories of Karl
Marx. particularly those which put Soc:ietr
and Stat~ above the Individual. Mr. Roehr,
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tion to all other non-Jews who defended the
Jewish people outside Jewry, this German
"Aryan" chose the unique way of serving
the Jews by coming to live amongst them,
by learning their language and sharing their
poverty and suffering with them. He married
a Jewish girl from the East Side of London,
became a Jewish lecturer and writer; in fact,
he led in every way, except in religious rite,
the life of a modern Jew, the perfect example
of the modern Goy,

Mr. Rod::er came to London in the eighties
of the last century. At that time Jewish life
in ~London Whitechapel was at its highest
and best. The stream of Jewish immigration
from Russia and from the whole of Eastern
Europe flowed largely through England and
so it happened that London became, for a time
at least, a lively, interesting social and cultural
center of Jewish intellectuals of all kinds, of
artists, writers, journalists, social theorists.
and Jewish workers. Most of theSe people
were bound for America; London was for
them only a brief stopping place. Neverthe­
less, even this brief stay exerted a powerful
influence on Jewish London and even New
York. There is not an in'flortant Jewish im­
migrant leader in the United States who did
not serve an apprenticeship of some kind in
London: Abraham Cahan, Benjamin Feigen­
baum, S. Janofski, Jacob Adler, Maurice
Schwartz and a host of others who have later
become prominent figures in Jewish life in
America.

It was at that interesting period of Lonlloll's
Jewish life that Mr. Rocker, [00, caire to
London, settled in the Jewish district and
since then made Jewish life (or to be I1'ore
exact, th; life of the Jewish working people)
his own. Because of his native German ian­
guage, he easily learned [0 speak Yiddish
and being by nature a brilliant speaker and
lecturer, he soon became the actual It"ader
of the Jewish labor movement in London of
that time. The advantage which he had above­
the other Jewish leaders \\"3S that the latter
were all in London only temporarily, as guests
and passers-by; their minds were in America
and they could not find the interest to coo...
centrate on London Jewish problems. Mr.
Rocker, on the other hand, had come to l0n.­
don not as a prospective American immiJUllflt
but with a view to beeoming a nati\'e, and thd
immedi"ltely put hill"/ in greater harmony with
the lIlass of the Jewish working people w
had also come to settle in England.

apart from his academic and philosophic in­
terests, also had the practical ability of an
organizer and leader, and that brought him to
the front of the early labor movement in
Great Britain in the days of Fabianism. An
historian of that movement will not be able
to pass the work and the influence of that
small group of brilliant men and women in
which Mr. Rocker occupied a leading position
and which fought valiantly for the principle of
the dominance of the Individual in the midst
of a world which had already then become
thoroughly socialiZed.

But it is not this part of Mr. Rocker's ac­
tivity, interesting as it is for its influence on
social trends in England and still more on
the Jewish labor movement in the United
States, that makes him the unique figure that
he is, particularly for Jews. There is some­
thing else that entitles him to that distinction.
Mr. Rocker is, what Hitler would call, "a
pure Aryan." As he himself put it in are·
eent series of articles, he comes from "an old
West-European German family which had
lived for centuries in the South-\Vest of Ger­
many." In a sense, he can be said to be a
fellow-countryman of Hitler. In his youth he
had absolutely nothing to do with Jews, for
the simple reason that he had never met one

~ until the age of 18, when he left his native vil­
lage and went to Paris. And yet, this nOIl­
JC'ov and German has chosen to lead a most
remarkable Jewish life and career. He has
not only settled among Jews, lived among
them, mingled with them and shared their
lives and suffering, but he has done what no
other non-Jew has been known to do. He
-bas lear~d to speak and write Yiddish, has
become an excellent lecturer and writer in that
language; has edited Yiddish magazines, and
has become a promi~nt teacher and leader
of Jewish working people in England.

In this respect, Mr. Rocker stands out
prominently even in that limited circle of
modern non-Jewish friends of the Jews whom

the plain Jewish people call, Ohavei Yisroel
(lovers of Israel). For even in that bril·
liant galaxy of great non-Jewish personalities
in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
who gave much of their lives and efforts to
serve the Jews, from Emile Zola through
Vladimir Korolenko, Maxim Gorki, Lord
Balfour to Colonel Josiah Wedgewood, there
is not another person who has so thoroughly
assimilated himself with the Jews and with

ar culture as did Mr. Rocker. In distine-
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well as his unique pr~Jewish actiVity. Soon
the wave of refugees from Nazi oppression,
which has enriched American life with so
many brilliant personalities, brought to this
country also Mr. RocL:er and his wife. Here
the couple lives now, greatly beloved b)' lit­
erally thousands of jewish friends and ad­
mirers. Mr. Rochr is continuinlZ his lectures
in Yiddish and his Yiddish contribution to the
Freie Arbeiter Stimme, the oldest Yiddish
weekly in the United States. He also con­
tinues his scientific sociological studies. Hi.
latest book. Nationalism ana Culture, is a
monumental volume devoted to a refutation
of Hitler's racialism and nationalism run
mad. Mr. Rocker is now in his seventieth
rear; he looks the typical Southern Gennan
that he is, except when he begins to speak his
iuicy Yiddish interspersed generous!)' with
Hebrew words and sayings; then no one
would believe that he is not the average Jew­
ish intellectual of lew York or London.

When Mr. NocL: recentlv published his con­
tributions in the Allan/if lIfonthly, devoted to
the theory that the "Occidental Aryan" and
the "Oriental Jew" can never truh' under­
stand each other and share the same life, Mr.
Rocker was naturall)" aroused to refute this
lie. Apnropriatel)' enough, this German, who
writes his native Janguae:e as an artist and
also English well. wrote his renlv in a series of
Yiddish arides in the Fr,ie Arb,iter Stimme.
It is a pit)" that Mr. Neck and the readers of
the Atlantic 1I10nlh/" could not read the!e
contributions. for their lucid loe:ic and power­
ful arguments are most cOllvincing.

But stront?:er than his argument and more
lucid than his 10lZic are the simple faclS of
Mr. Rocker's own life which he tf"Jls in one
of these article<!. as a refutation of Mr. Neck'.
claims. His lifetime of sen'ice to the lewish
neople, his nrofound unclerstandine: of their
innermost thou~hts. aspirations and hopes,
which have raised him to the position of a
teacher and leader of Tews. his weat sVrnpathv
for them which enabled him to mix with
them, aooui~ their culrure and share with
thMn their inner life. as thousands of JewWa
friends who love him and whom he lovt'S,­
all this tells a storv not only of a beautiful,
celfless life. but aiM) of the ability of civil­
ized man to rise above hi~ inborn prejudi«
and tum hatred into love. It also preencs
the most oowerful rmlv to the lie of Mr.
Nod:, Hitler and all else.

Another reason worth mentioning is that
while all the Jewish leaders of that time were
Socialists and Marxists, Rocker was by tem­
perament and study, an Individualist and phil­
osophic Idealist. And for some reason which
has not yet been fully explained, the Jewish
w'Orking people of that period, at least, in Lon~

don (in the opinion of the present writer, this
tendency is not confined only to London Jews,
I)ut is shared also by others), were more in­
clined to Individualism than to mass-socializn­
tion, and to Idealism more than 10 Material­
ism. The latter had become the vogue In the
East Side of New York and ruled the minds
of the first Jewish immigrants to the United
States for a full generation, but the Jewish
labor movement in London always was and
remained predominantly lndividualistic. Mr.
Rocker admirably fined into this spiritual
mold and this made him the virtual leader of
the Jewish Tabor mo,'emenr in 'Vhitechapel
of that period.

He led the first Jewish strikes in England
against sweatshop labor; he organized the first
Jewish Trade Unions in London; he was
for London Jewish workers what the late
JOSJePh Barondess was for the New York:
workers. But he was not an ordinary Trade
Union leader; nor was he a Illere orator
for the sake of oratory. His interests have
always been more than economic; M r. Rocker
is primarily a man of culture and spirit, and
he is also a scholar. And so it happened that
this German Goy, deeply rooted in German
culnire and language, learned to write Yid­
dish and became the editor of well-known
Yiddish publications, The Arbeiter Fraind
and Germinal.

This innovation and sp«iaI ~rvice of Mr.
Rocker to the Yiddish language and litera­
ture was his introduction, through translation,
of the great classics of world literature into
Yiddish. The Yiddish literature of that pe­
riod was anything but European in its aspect.
It began with Mendele and had reached its
apex at that time with Peretz. The Arbeiter
FrtJinJ and the Germinal, under ~Ir. Rocker,
were the first Yiddish journals to introduce a
European and cosmopolitan strain into Yid­
dish literature by publishing in translation the
works of Gorki, Tolstoi, Ibsen, Maeterlinck,
Kaut Hamsun and other great moderns.

When Hitler came to power, Mr. Rocker
was in Gennan)', and he had to flee for his
life because of his advanced spcial views as



RUDOLF ROCKER AS KNOWN TO ME
By Harry Kelly,

Orga"izer: Ferrer Modern School

\Vh~n I think of th~ millions of g()o(R
stepping Germans, many of th~m committing
th~ vilest atrocities, and, if we are to be­
li~ve those who warn us to avoid condemning
all G~rmans, many more ar~ tOO cowardly to
oppos~ th~m, my balance whttl is Rudolf
Rocker. r have known man)' Germans bur
none as well or as intimately as Rudolf.
Tim~, that indefinable thing that solves all

problems and cures all ills, grows misty when
it comes to remembering when we first met
and really beg~ln to know each other. To the
best of lll)' recollection, it was in the v~r)' early
days of this benighted century. He came to
see Voltairin~ De Cle)'re then on a visit to
England and a guest in our house in Anerly, a
suburb of London. It was a long time ago
and is now a yagu~ and shadowy recollection.
\Ve had spoken from the sam~ platforms hut
hardly knew each other. However. I often
heard of him and his n-ork in the East End
wh~re he had settled and was very acti\'e, oft­
en speaking several times dailv and editin~ a
weekly paper in the J~wish language wruch
he had I~arnw in an incrediblv short time.
The work must have been thrilling to com·
pmsate him for the meager diet and pOOr
living accommodations he reeeiyw; and he
must ha\'e had a strong constitution to have
stood it.

\Ve grow excited these days about food ra­
tioning as if it were something new when. as a
matter of fact, rationin~ for one part of the
population has ~xisted for untold generations
and existed in those days. Tf you had money
rou ate, if not, there was what is now called
a scarcity of food products. However. if one
can survive on bread and potatoes, as T under­
stand Rudolf did, there are other compensa·
tions, affection and appreciation and Rudolf
got so much of both. that he betame. in time,
a uniqu~ figure in our movement as well a..
outside it.

lt may have been an accident that he went
to li\'c in "7hittthapel or it may hav~ been the
idealism which existed in that part of London.
There are other districts in the citv as poor
as \Vhitechapel but they lack- the id~alisnl of
that section. \Vharever th~ reason, he set­
tled th~re and became so much a part of its

HARRY I\.Ell.l'

life for twent) or Illore )ears that he became
known wheren'r there :Ire poor Jews and thar.
m)' dear read~r, is in ev~r)' one of th~ fi\"C con·
tinents. Not that it is so c:.xtraordinarr. bur
upon 01)' return to America I found that
Rocker was 3." well known to the hundreds of
thousands of lewioh workers here as if he
had been born -and lived here all his life.

\Ve had nOt seen each other in many years
until I visited Berlin in the winter of 1921
and '22 but 1 Knew something of his life and
work during those times. With the usual stu'
pidity of the rliling class, he had been arrested
at the outbreak of the war in 1914 and in­
terned in a concentration camp in England as
an enemy ali~n, notwithstanding that all of
his adult life he had been fighting the I\.aiser
and all he stood for, while the ruling cla~ of
England was fa\nling on the grandsoll of
Quetn "ictoria. Rut to expect log·c a,d in­
tellig~nce from this class is to expect the im­
possible_ After a tim~ someone mu~t haH
whispered in the ear of the responsible official
and Rudolf was allow~d to ha\"~ his books and
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c\-cn to IKturc to thc thrtt thousand odd
prisoncrs_ In i\larch 1918, Rockcr was sent
to Germany, but having lost his citizenshIp,
the Gcrman gm'crnmcm sent him bact to Hoi­
land wherc he stayed until the revolution
brokc out in his nativc country_

Although not a Prussian (hc was born at
~ail1z in the South of Germany) hc settlcd
in Uerlin where he resumed the work he had
been doing in London only this was with mem­
~rs of his own nationality. Hc was living
the same poor existence as in London but was
hopeful. And when a man is busy and hope­
ful hc is usually happy_ Berlin was not a hap­
P)' cit}, in those dars but possessed one price­
less advantage over the present in that one
could reall~' breathe and express an opinion
and to the wishful thinker there were hope~

that the socialist fatherland might in time
build better than its predecessors.

Howc\-cr, it was hardly reassuring when a
strike broke out among the railway, subway
and street car worhrs and later the e1Ktrical
workers for bener pay (thc marc was then
about 180 to the dollar) and fe\\'er hours.
The city was in dar/mess for an entire week.
and I hoped that, after talk:ing re\'olution for
years, I was finally about to see one. Alas,
it was the usual false alarm, for the socialist
president ordered the seizure of the union's
funds. This action together with the attacks
by the Social Democratic party, through their
press and by posters pasted allover the city,
broke thl.' strike. Incidentally, the men were
promised immunity from persecution but the
promise was broken and many of the men were
pc'naliz.ed and the strikers denounced as ene­
mies of the fatherland. This after three-quar­
ters of a centurr of preaching .\larxian S0­
cialism with a socialist presidem in oHin'.

Not long after that Rudolf came to ~ew

York at the invitation of the Jewish com·
rades, he toured the country, lecturing on a
variety of subjects relared to our movement.
Howc\'er, brfore starting out a reception was
tendered him at the Manhattan OlX'ra House
(no\\" ~ranhallan Center) fillinJ!: thl.' house.
and anarchists ami socialists vied with one
another to do him honor. After the tour he
returned to Germam' and remained there un­
til the vcn- eve of Hitler's rise to power, when
he escaped- on what was literall)" the last train
from Berlin_ After short stays in Paris and
London he came hl.'re and has lived in Amer­
ica e\'er since_

Nothing has beeD said here about Rudolf's
books which is left for other friends to deal
with, the committee responsible for the pub­
lication of this testimonial to him on his
seventieth birthday. Suffice it to say he has
known and worked with men and women
like Kropotkin, Tcherkesov, Reclus, Mala­
testa, Jean Grave, Sebastien Faure, Nettlau,
Louisc Michel, John Turner, Tom Bell, Al·
fred Marsh, A. Shapiro, and in this country,
Voltairine De Cleyre, Emma Goldman, Alex·
ander Berk.man, Joseph Cohen, S. Yanovsky,
Dr. Michael Cohn and many, many others.
He has written books that hne won the
high praise of such men as Einstein and
Thomas .\lann, edited papers and delivered
hundreds of lectures to literally hundreds of
thousands of men and women in his long and
active career. No man in the European and
American revolutionary labor movement is
more highly honored or more deeply loved
by so many people for his scholarship, love of
humaniry and, above all, his personal integrity
than Rudolf Rocker_ It is impossible for me
to say all the things I would like to say about
him, because it would embarr:lSS both of us
if I did, for we meet frequently.

In conclusion, about nventy years ago some
of us organized and built what we had hoped
would be a libertarian colony in the beautiful
hills of\Vestchester County, about forty-five
miles from New York City. It has turned
out like so mallY similar enterprises, a dis­
appointment to some of its founders. How­
c\-er, one of the few consolations to this
writer is that Rudolf has chosen this colony
as his retreat. (.\lohegan Colony, Crompond,
~. Y.)

Life is by no means ideal but he likes the
place. It is quiet and beautiful. Although
restricted in his moverncnts, for he is desig.
Ilated an "enemy alien" with his faithful
friend and comrade, Millr, and their son, Fer­
min, he sees friends; and comrades and is
alive e~'ef)t minute. \Ve see each other often,
dream the same drcams, have, what the world
calls, the same illusions and look: fon,'ard eag.
gerly to the day when Hitler and Hitlerism
is banished from the eanh and humanity be­
gins again with redoubled strength and cour.
age to rebuild a shattered world wherein mal

will see themseh-es not as German British
Ru~ian or AlIleri~an but as human beings, ali
trying to n",ke thIs a golden age after a night
of darkness and cruelty.
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OLD REMINISCENCES AND NEW IMPRESSIONS
•By P. Gustave

A page from The Book of My Travel.
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that characterized so strongly a certain type
of his racial descent.

The face of his youth was completely trallS­
formed. His grey-white hair, the grey Van
Dyke beard, ,vere reminiscent of a French ar­
tist-a benevolent, cheerful humorist and sa­
tirist, who, in the point of his beard, derided
the world.

Suddenly, 1 was aware that he, in turn,
was appraising me.. Now, then, what was my
appearance today? I wondered if he didn't
silently laugh at the patch of circular bald·
ness which crowned my head, associating this
specific baldness with a partially-fed, some­
what despondent-looking bourgeois. How­
ever, I found comfort in the memory of the
picture I presented in the days of my youth.
That faroff young man with a forest of
black: hair, whose melancholy shone so poig­
nantly through a swarthy complexion.' That
young man who did not displease his feminine
comrades.

And so, apropos of this remembrance, were
thoughts attendant to the scenes of days gone
by.

We were silent ...
The orchestra was playing excerpts from

Hoffman. Rocker began to speak, much as
if the nOtes of the music inspired his words.
He understood music. Knowingly he dis­
cussed the composer, his life and works; then
generalized about the men of music. His
mood changed.

1 began to hear about his experiences in the
dark days 'of the First World War, how his
family and he were persecuted. He talked on
about his youth, the home of his birth, the ex·
cellent wine for which his birthplace is fa·
mous, about his beloved consort, his Milly.
Now he recalls his many comrades, and. his
old friend and teacher, P. Kropotkin, to whom
he was so fervently devoted.

The mobility of his face, the emotional
content of his voice, adequately framed the
intensit~, of his words. In the lionine timbre
of his voice there was, alternately, the thunder
of hatred-the spring of gentleness.

Yes, irrevocably, here is the gO'Od fighter,
the stalwart rebel, the profound thinker, the
soaring poet-a n¥m to De cherished.

Seemingly it was only yesterday, when p0s­

sibly for the phlegmatic people of Berlin, it
was simply an ordinary, monotonous day. A
day. so similar to the identical monotony of
the preceding days, which indicated for them·
nothing mOTC than the mute pages of the cal­
endar; marked the sum total of their faded yes­
terdays, and pointed out fatalistically the
tragic road to their eternity.

Ah I But for me, yesterday was an ex­
traordinary evening. A day of festivity when
everyone and aU things 'vere imbued with a
spirit of jollity and charm. It was as if Na­
ture and all folk vowed to enhance and glo­
rify the festive mood until eventide.

The entire city of Berlin, with its millions
of inhabitants, was bathed in the glorious per­
fume of May blossoms. The trees, the green
leaves s'waying provocatively, mummred mys­
teriously and nodded an invitation to all who
passed by to participate in the great occasion.
The heart, seared by years of thirst, became
refreshed as though it drank from a hidden
well. The mind, in which many years of
war, fear and doubt created a waste, a moral
desolation, became revived. A new world was
being born.

On this night, Rudolf Rocker had agreed
to leave his interminable worlr, to stroll and
chat with me.

Dominated by a preponderant desire for an
exchange of thought, we crossed town and en­
tered one of the Berlin coffee houses, where
the music, at intervals, accompanied this mood
so hannoniously.

And yet, something, something inexplicable,
something that only the soul can fathom, hap­
pen~ to us that evening. Silently and in
thought we sat side by side. We pretended
to give our attention to the music. Again
in pretense, we watched the other people.
From time to time, in our exchange of
glances, there was undeniably the suggestion
that we wer, in study of one another. It often
appeared as though we were astonished by the
obvious change undergone in each of us.

Now to me, pictures out of the past swam
by. I saw him in his youthful years. I saw

fair round face, the head of blonde hair



FROM NEWS AND VIEWS
By John B. Hughes

RAdio Co-__tator

Now I want to tum to the story of an
event, a man, and a monumental study of
the world's political problems.

Very quietly and without much fanfare,
one of the most astute political philosophers
of our till\e celebrated his 70th Birthday last
.Friday, March 26, 1943, in Crompond, New
York. The man is German-born Rudolf
Rocker, who has long been known in liberal
political circles in Europe, but who is not
so widely known in the UQited States.. Mr.
Rocker, like so many other brilliant Germans,
is a refugee from Hitler's brand of govern­
nlWt-in fact, ~1r_ Rocker was among the
first who found it necessary to leave Germany
after Hitler's rise to power in 1933. He
tsCaped with his life and with the manu­
script for a book called "Nationalism and
Culture" which was translated by Prof. Chase
and printed in the United States by Covici­
Friede in 1937. It is about that book, rather
than about Mr. Rocker, that I should like to
say something this evening.

"Nationalism and Culture" is Mr. Rocker's
interpretation of Western Civilization, his
analysis of what we call Western History,
and as such it provides a background on Eu­
rope and \Vestern Life which we must under·
stand if we are to contribute anything to the
maintenance of a peaceful future world and
the realizatiOfl of the Four Freedoms. :\Ir.
Rocker's interpretation is broad enough 10

include the {'arious interpretations of history
which have b«n popular for the past hun­
dred years or 50- he admits a certain va·
lidity to the economic interpretation of history,
to the historians, stenuning from Darwin's
scirnti/ic theorin, and so on, and to these he
adds his own view that "The IFill to Pow­
er" has played an important part in writing
the record of Western Civilization.

In tracing that record to our modern era,
lIr. Rocker concludes that most of the
world's ills at the moment an: attributable to
the rise of Nationalism. The modern ten­
dency of peoples ro maintain their national·
istic integrity has been in conflict with the
powing uonomic inurJe/JenJenu of all na­
tioo...-and for that matter, in connict with
the cultural aspects of human life, which in­
clude not only artistic achievement. but the

JOliN B. HUGHES

production of tttings, and the expansion of
knowledge ... all of which are international
ill character, despite the assertions of "Master
Race" theorists.

This does not mean that a strong interna·
bonal world government would offer man­
kind a solution or a cure for the times. Even
in too great a centralization of international
power and control there is the danger that p0­

litical and economic power will berome con­
centrated in hands of an internatiOnal minor­
ity which would exercise that power to achieve
world totalitarianism. Rather, as Rocker sees
it, the need is for a loose world Federalism.
and the more {OOlt and more Il~ihle the het­
Itr.

He bases this view on his argument that
man's greatest cultural advancrs are made in
the eras of the greatest decentralization of p0­

litical power. He points out that the ancient
Greeks were unittd by a convnon culture. not
by a national ~1;tuQ/ sy;tem. The small
Greek city-states combined homeland and fa·
therland in a single idea-and this ttoroeland
was small moueh to be comprehended in its
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entirety by a single mind. All political, eco­
nomic and social aspects of any citr-state were
as familiar to its inhabitants as these things
are now familiar to the inhabitants of ail)'
middle sized American Cit}'. Each of the nu­
merous Greek City-States had its own consti­
tution, and its onl)' unity with the other city­
states was a cultural unity of ideas and ideals,
k.nowledge, science and art. The Greeb had
no conception of a political unity O\'er aU of
Grm.:e. This suggests a potent thought for
our shrinlcing world-the thought of the cul­
tural unit)' of all nations uniting them as a
whole, while each retains its own political
system. The United States of today is not
an)' wider in point of time than was the city­
state of Athens-and we expect the width of
the United States, and of the whole world,
to shrink still further in the future.

The more this process is speeded up, the
greater the necessity for Mankind to think. in
tern~ of interdependence and unity ... a ne­
cessity now obstructed by Nationalism. One
of Rocker's principle accomplishments is the
manner in which he demolishes many a fond
rationalization of the super-patriots, rationali­
zations about Nationalism, the causes of war,
about politics and economics. He points out
that in nature man is subject only to physical
laws,-the laws governing the motion of the
earth, the laws governing birth and growth
and death-but man is not subject to any
natural law in shaping his economic or p0­

litical or social life. The ph}'sical aspect of
man may be subject to the laws of evolution­
but his Jodo/ (/chirormentJ are /lot. Slavery,
or Iredeom are not the inevitable results of
the laws of e\'olution - and the greatest
achie\·emmt of man would be his acceptance
of the responsibility for his own actions-to
stop passing the buck to fate for his own
failures.

\Ve have come to accept the idea of the
economic interdependence of the nations of
the world-it is Rocker's lesson that the '\-orld
i~ likewise interdependent in the realm of cul­
ture. The spiri01al hopes and aspirations,
the intellectual pursuits of science, art and
literature cut across national boundaries, and
are the product of collaboration just as com­
pletely as the present United Nations' secur­
ity is a matter of political and economic and
military collaboration. The best proof of the
universality of ideas can be found in the fact
that the United States, Great Britain and
other democracies contained many persons

sYlllpathe~ic to the Nazis or to Fascist ideals-­
and that Germanr and Italy contain persons
sympathetic to democratic orders. The reac­
tionaries for the saKe of reaction are not con­
fined to the Axis alone.

Anothel lesson malic plain by Rudolf
Rocker is the telldt1lcp of men eve'1'where to
forget that go·,·crnment is an in/trUll/tilt 0/
the per-pic, thllt the people are not the prop­
ert)' of government. \Ve ha\·e ~l forgetting
that Capitalism, Socialism, Democracy - all
such patterns of government 3re not an end
but a mea liS. One of the questions to be an­
swered in our time is whether politieJ will use
men, or men will use politics ... whether
the minorities controlling the capitalist sys­
tem will be allowed to use Capitalism for
their own ends - or whether the capitalist
Jj'sttm will be made to work: for the common
good of all.

:\Ir. Rocker apparently does not feel that
.the Capitalistic system can be reformed. In
that, I for one, do not agree with him - in
fact there are many points on which I do
not agree with him - but I can appreciate the
justice of much of his attacks on Capitalism,
on Democraq, on Christianity, on Socialism
as these things have been developed in the
United States and Europe. If some of the
things he says are displeasing, the)f also in­
dicate certain weaknesses and faults which
must be rectified. If some of his arguments
do not seem justified, they are neverthelss
valuable in I>ointing out the dangers to be
avoided in the fqture.

Perhaps some of these arguments might
e\'en non' be changed by :\lr. Rocker, since
his book was published in 1937, and the war,
has changed the asp«t of our times to a de­
gree we scarcely have begun to appreciate.
But unchanged and unchanging is :\Ir. Rock.­
er's recognition of the fact that "freedom of
the individual is secure only when it rests on
the economic and social well-being of all." If
)J r. Rocker is critical of things as they have
been, it is because of his firm conviction, that
Individualism must be reasserted. As his
translator, Ray E. Chase puts it: "Rocker has
made it his guiding principle to take man as
gi,·en and. taking him as gi,·en, he finds him
altogether too complex and incalculable to be
fonnulated at all-unless it be a formula to
sa~' that he is complex and incalculable.

"And the standard of value, the test that
he applies to cultures, institutions, social
forms, i~ that the~t shall leave to this incal-
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culable complexity the utmosl possihle free­
doml--the utmost opportunity to be complex
and incalculable. His indictment of authority
is that it seeks always and inevitably to make
man simple and calculable, seeks to make sure
that he will always do the expected thing at
the expected time; and so must always decree
that he Inay do only certain sorts of things at
all." In working with this standard, Mr.
Rocker has sought to place our present era in
its proper perspective in relation to the full
sweep of known History. He sees it in this
light, ~nd I quote him: "that the Era of
Revolution is not past, but that we are still in
the midst of a process of tremendous social
change the end of which cannot yet be fore­
seen." The compelling logic of this point of
view is undeniable. One who accepts it can­
not help regarding the latest events of the pe­
riod, the \Vorld War, the social movements
of the times, the revolutions in Cel1tral Eu-

rope and especially in Russia, the changes in
the capitalistic economic order, and all the
social and political changes in Europe since
the War, (\Vorld War One) as separate
manifestations of the same great revolutionary
process. For four hundred years it has again
and again stirred up the whole social life of
the European peoples, its remote effects arc
today observable even in other parts on the
earth.

"The process will not end until a real ad­
justment is made between the personal ob­
jectives of the individual and the general SI)­

cial conditions of life; a sort of sytlthesis of
personal freedom with social justice by the
communal action of all-----such as shall again
give content to society and lay the foundation
for a new communitv." From Rudolf Rock­
er's "Nat;oflaliwll ml~J Gul/ure." ., a book
which may never win universal agreement, but
which should have 3S universal an audience
as possible.

SOME REMINISCENCES OF RUDOLF ROCKER
&y Tom Eyges

I may say with certainty, that should I at­
tempt to tell the reader all my experiences
and the impressiom left with me all these
years since I first met my dear Comrade
Rocker I would surely have sufficient inter-, . h
esting material to fill a good sized book, wit

pretty good reading matter.
I will at this time, content myself, with

some remarks forming a shoTt sketch of remi­
niscence for the period of nearly half a cell"
tury.

It wu abOut foTty-seven years ago when I
first met Rudolf Rocker. It was on a Friday
evening in Spring of 1896, in "Sugar Loaf" at
Hanbury Street. London, Eng-land. The
"\Vorkers' Friend" group held their regular
weekly public gatherings with lectures on va­
rious social. economic and political subjects
at the "Sugar Loaf."

Beside the weekl~' lecntres, the Comrades
published a weekly publication "The \Vork­
=rs' Friend." The publishers being working
men-were to be sure---financialh' extremely
poor and in order to raise funds; we had a RUDOLF ROCKER AND TO;\J EY<;,rs
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committee of two standing ill the hall at the
door, each with a hat in his or her hand,
wherein the incoming audience dropped a pen·
l1y or tW()--SOmetimes a six-pense,-to raise
a maintenance and guarantee fund for the
publication. That en.ning, Milly Witcap
(~lilly Rocker) and I wtre the committee.

Comrade Handel lectured that eve-­
ning 011 the subject of "Variety in Sex and
Relationship."

During the lecture, a tall, h:lIldsomc, blond,
roung man came into the hall. Suddenly
there was a cOll1lllotion. It was caused by
the lecturer, who seeing the young man, lI1<r

tioned to him to come up 011 the platform. The
audience turned around to see who it was. The
young man shook his hud and took:: a seat
near the door.

When Handel finished his lecture,
questions followed and then the usual cust().
mar'} discussions. Comrade Sacks disagreed
with the lecturer on some points, which were
too radical for him. and during his objec·
tions he called out, "if this kind of fne love
i~ a part of anarchism then m)' ideal is dead"
-and he tore his lapel off his coat.

The tall young blond turned to me asking
why the man tore his coat. I explained to
him that was a customary way of one express-­
ing or demonstrating grief and despair in the
e\-ellt of death of someone! that is dear to
him - a religious ritual custom. The new­
comer smiled good-naturedly.

I introduced mysdf to him and asked him
his name. "Rudolf Rocker," he replied. I
then introduced him to ~liI1)' Witcap. They
shook hands and that was their first meeting
and acquaintance.

Somewhat later, by the effort and ill\'ita­
tion of 'lilly, Rocker came to our group meet­
ing. 'Vhen we asked him to deliver a lecture
on one of our usual Fridar evenings at "Sugar
Loaf," he consented.

\Vell, I am completely at a loss to narr:ltc
thr- unexpected surprise, \l'e. the Comrildes.
and thr- audience received. chal memorahle
cvelllng. The eloquence of his deli\'er~'. the
inspiration, the enthusiasm, Ihe delight of the
deep impression. took the audience unawarr­
and simpl)' kept the listeners on edge.

And, no wondr-r; there stood a handsome
\'oung man speaking extemporaneously in a
fine solid ringiuR voice, delivering in a splen­
did vocabulary, thoughts rich and effecti\"C~' and
with such wanlllh all forming one delightful
rrnpr-cti\'e s)'l11phony of impressions.

The subject was: "Anarchism in Naturr-."
Oh, I was then a roung man in the twen­

tir-s. and that e\'ening revealed 10 me a new
world with new views and understanding with
new enthusiasm for the Libertarian Idul.

One rear pa~.
Rudolf and Milly Rocker took a trip across

the ocean and came back:: to London, to our
house. \Ve then lived in :Uare Street, Hack­
ney.

I had the pleasure to teach him the Jewish
Language with 1Il)' meager knowledge of it,
which he mastered within a few weeks.

Rocker and Milly went to Livefl>ool, Eng­
land, where Rocker started a monthly pub­
lication in Jewish, aided by the comrades of
that town-"Das Freie \Von."

\\'hen the first number of the publication
arri\'ed in London, the comrades were simpl)'
delighted "'ith its contents.

The publication of the "\Vorkers' Friend"
in London at that time stopped, because the
Editor, Comrade Frumkin, left for Paris.

\Ve insisted on Comrade Rocker to come
to London to edit the "\Vorkers' Friend." He
answered the call.

A new life sprang up in the radical move­
ment in London with the reappearance of the
""Vorkers' Friend" and the monthly publica­
tion of Tht' Gtrmill(ll, edited by Rudolf
Rocker, and his series of lectures on historical
e\·ents of Revolutionary Epochs and also on
Literature of various languages.

His influence kept growing and with it
grew the ranks of new recruits into the radi­
cal mo\·ement consisting of sympathizers of
Ihe ideal as well as admirers of Rudolf
Rocker.

Rudolf Rocker had thousands of admirers
in the East End of London, but he never
used anyone of them to his advantage. As an
Editor of the two publications he was to re­
ceive fifteen shillings a week, but there was
seldom that much cash in the Treasury and
many a time-as Secretary of the "\Vorkers'
Friend Group"-l paid him his salan'. the
sum of two shillings and six-pence. (; half
a crowll-about 60 cents). That was all
I had. it had to be paid to him 011 the as­
sumption that r-\'en an Editor hali to eat oc­
casionallr-

The confid~nc~ Rudolf Rocker won in the
London Trade Union mc)\"ement was en­
\"iablr-. It got SO that the Unions would
hardh' make an important move \\;thout first
consuhing Rudolf Rocker.
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I cannot and shall not forget those monthly
"Tea parties" entertainments for the ~nefit

of the "Germinal." At those parties Com­
rade Rocker invariably deli\'ered his orations
on various subjects such as "Mona Lisa,"
"~Iichael Angelo," "Victor Hugo," "Fran­
cisco Ferrer," "Emile Zola" and of many
others which I cannot recall.

In my t:T3\"els, throughout the United
States and Canada, I met many comrades that
ha\'e participated in those delightful evenings
in the East End of London with Rudolf
Rocker. \Vhere he ~ad poetry of Goethe, and
Shakespeare, the dramas of Ibsen, Strindberg,
Sudermann, Shaw and others i and e\'en the
recollection of those evenings formed a de­
lightful evening in itself.

The influence, the inspirational effect that
Rudolf Rocker caused upon the comradl'S in
those days is astounding, when I think of it
uccasionalty and now,

Unlike other capable intellectuals that in­
variably carry an air of superiority in ffitr:t­
ing people, Rudolf, as I knew him, never
displayed such a complex. He always made a
stranger fed his equal, ~adily extending a
glad hand with wannth.

I state all this (and it is just a trifle) not
with the intention of praising IT\\' dear friend
and Comrade, Rudolf Rocker: I have no
special purpose in particular to do so. It is
for no other purpose than to exprtsS my sin­
cere gratitude for the inspirational pleasure of
his personal acquaintance, his lectures, his
writings, his comraddy attitude towards m)'­
self, my wife and my older children, and it is
m}' sincere wish and hope that both Rudolf
and :\lilly will continue to be with us for
lllany years, so that we can have the pleasure
of benefitting from his admirable, fruitful
teachings of hum:ll1itarian and libertarian
ideals for the uplift and advancement of pos·
terity.

WHAT ROCKER'S BOOKS MEAN TO ME
By Cauius V. Cook

Secrd 02 r y_T reo2surer
Rocker Publications CommittH

I am one of the great average of societ)" for
whom so many lectures are given and num­
berless books are written. I generally pay
attention to what I hear and to what I read.
Being glad to patronize lectures, and to buy
books I regard as worthwhile, it is inevitable
that out of the great multiplicity of what is
offered, some are good, much is bad, and many
are indifferent.

\Vithin my life-out of GermallY- have
come astounding things-both men and books.
Of the latter, The Ego (lIId Hit Own by
~1ax Stirner, was first published in America
in 1907 by Benjamin R. Tucker. It is a
book of the highest social significance.

By Stirner's verr complete and \'alid expo·
~ition of enlighlelled, (Mscious egoislII, he abol­
ished the basis of faith commonly reposed in
God, in Government and in ";\Irs. Grundy."
He pointed out that God's interests are known
to be most important to himself: "\l'Ot to all
that isn't well pleasing to him." To govern­
ment, its interests are of the highest concern
to itself. To top the climax, all believers in
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":\Irs. Grundy"---chiefest of aU superstitions
-must also be o!>roient to the important
claims she presents, or else are back-sliders.

Thus, in the total interests of God, Govern­
ment and Grundy, each must give "his aIL"
One arrives at this inevitable conclusion of
its remarkable author, Prof. Kaspar Schmidt,
who ""TOte this truth under the non-de-plume
of :\Iax Stirner stating always "Nothing is
more important to me than myself."

Each of us must gi\-e up "his all" for main­
taining God's affairs, and for maintaining
Go\'ernmellt affairs. He must, when de­
manded, leave sweetheart, wife, family, home
and business for furthering the affairs of God
and Government else he has not given hirnself
thoroughly. Too, he must abide by the de­
mands of :\1rs. Grundy to be a loral nu~mber

of society.
This book Tnt Ego and His Own sars:

"\Vhat is not suppoSed to be my concern!
First and foremost ... God's cause ...
the cause of my people, my prince, my father­
land ... and a thousand other causes, Only
!\IY cause is never to be Ill\' concern. 'Shame
on the egoist who thinks onh' of himself.'''

"Let us look and see, then, how the)' man­
age TH £1 R concerns-they, for whose cause
\"'e are to labor, devote ourselves, and grow
enthusiastic."
"~ow it is dear, God cares only for what

is his, busies himself only with himself, thinks
only of himself, and has only himself before
his eyes ... He serves no higher person, and
"3lisfies only himself. His cause is-a purely
egoistic cause."

"If God, if mankind, ha;,'e substance
enough in themselves to be all in all to them­
selves ... why, I myself am my concern.
The divine is God's concern, the human,
man's. :\1" concern is neither the divine nor
the humall' .. but solely what is !VI I~E."

"Nothing is more to me than myself."
Fron" Germany, mor~ recently, comes lin·

other book Me;n Kampf by Adolf Hitler.
in which he propOSes "my campaign." It offers
a plan of action by which ~ighty millions of
C~nnans make their lives a\'ailable under a
sr~tem of 'Xntion(ll Social;sm for dominating
the world for one Thousand or more vears
hence. The JlOlitical majorit}, have put -their
country and countrymen under this plall. To
~xecute this plan has now become more im­
portant to each of them than to carryon and
live' their lin$ othendse. Ther gin' "their

all" to the Gurnan government, the N aoonal
State.

There is the abandonment of mliglruntd,
conscious tgoism, in favor of National Social­
ism. It becomes a political religion. God is
abandoned along with Mrs. Grundy, who rep­
resents "society." It is agreed thereby that
those who die are being sacrificed by th~

Government in this effort to erect and main­
tain a National Socialism.

:\Iillions of Gennans will die trying to
put this plan into effect. More millions of
non-Gennans will die opposing it.

TIll' Ego lind /-lis Own is a book that
releases the individual and enables each to
serve his own highest interests. Hitler's book
!Han Kampf makes a slave of all individuals,
---each lllust give "his all" to the State, or
else be regarded as anti-social. This is bad.

This Hitler plan has been put over chi~f1y

by those who advocate its tactics through
speech and action - not merely by reading
this book, nor by comemplating it alone.
:\1en have been moved for long ~ons of time
by what they hear before they could read.
Humans have listened to speech for many
more thousands of years, than they have r~ad.

Scientists ha"e been burned at the stake
-mostly by those who did not read books or
by those who believed a book th~y seldom
read.

Rudolf Rocker is a writer who has suf­
fered from Hitler's madness. He finally
came to America as a German refugee. ac­
tually catching the last train leaving for
Swit7..erland, before Hitler's uniformed browlI
shirts began to remove ev~ry one board­
ing the train suspected of sympathizing with
a "free world." H~ carried the rompl~te

manuscript of NlIt;o1/lIlism and Culture upon
which he had been working for 20 years.
He has been Germany's loss and America's
gain. Arriving here, finally,-we heard of
hi~ book chiefly through persons who had
heard Rocker's lectur~ in London long }'urs
be-for~.

These ~rsons were of Jen'ish birth, but not
belie\·ers in any religion. Rocker \\"llS known
to them, being what they are themsekes,­
·'l'Ulignttlud, conscious ego;sts." To th~m,

liberty \\'as far more important than any
campaign cOlild possibly be of capturing s0­

ciety and forcing: it to abide by a "plan."
Finally, tOO, Rocker's manuscript arrived

in Los Angeles.
Before any new translation could be at-
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tmJpted the manuscript would have to be
read by a number of persons whose judgment
of its contents could be depended upon to e"ti­
mate its real value and genuine worth.

Thomas H. Bell \vas one to whom the
manuscript was first submitted. He declared
that our European friends had correctly csti-

-p/wto Il~ Odlo...... ,

THO~IAS H. BELL

Deceased May 23, 1942

Me.brr Rocker Publications Commiuee

Author:
-Edward Carpenter, The English Tolstoi
-<>SCar Wilde Without Whitewash

mated its great wonh. But Tom himself,
like most other sponsors, was European born
and trained. Hence, further confirmation of
its value was sought also frOIll American-born
rearlers,-'Valter E. Holloway, Dr. Arthur
E. Briggs and finall)' Ra)' E. Chase.

rn detil.il soux of its best points were re­
'-ealed. Coll\·incM. beyond doubt. we of Ihe
Rocker Committee, began to cast around for
some one able and \\;!ling to make the !rallS­
lation. Tom Bell and 'Valter Hollowar
were both affected with poor health. ~either

had the energy necessary for cOn1pletinlt the
translation. Dr. Briggs was also unable to
undertake the task because he was busy with

the :\letropolitan University and his private
law practice. \Vhat was needed was an able
man with little or nothing else to do.

Dr. Charles James was sought out and a
dictagraph machine provided for him. Yet,
James was European, born in Austria, to
whom English was an acquired tongue. It
was soon found that this undertaking was so
difficult that he would nquire help, which was
secured for him in the person of Prof. Ray
E. Chase. Being native born, and a scien­
tist by training, it was finally decide<! to allow
all of Chase's earlier corrections to stand and
finally for him to complete the trall~lation

alone.
:\Ieanwhile, a synopsis of Ihe content of the

book: was Jl~ded for the Rocker Commit­
tee. Rocker had wriuen a srnOPSis which had
already been translaled, and Dr. Frederick:
'V. Roman, himself a thorough Gennan
scholar, was im'ited to hear it read. He was
greatl)' enthused and offered to publish this
s"flopsis in his Rr)f/um Forum Jl1agm;;nt'.
This done, in December, 1934, The Rocker
Committee decided soon aften\'ards, to print
this S}'nollSis in pamphlet form. A large edi­
tion was issued. ft was published in a size
and style that readily could be put in a regular
envelope.

As Prof. Chase proceeded with the trans­
lation. this Committee bee:an securing sub­
scriptions in advance. This svnopsis was
"ery \'aluable and helpful for this purpose.
Or. Roman's fine cooperation had proven a
tremendously he.lpful factor.

:'\Ot onll' were subscriptions secured, but
more money had to be obtained for mailltain­
inl! Prof. Chase in his long, lone: work of
careful tran~lation. He often declared that
this work ga"e an added zes, to life. He was
immensely please<l with Rocker's writings. and
although alreadl' an old m.an, past 70. he lived
to complete lIot only No/irma/ism (lIId {;ll/­
tl/rf, but 10 translate for the cOlllmiu('e three
ll\?re of Rocker's books.

Th(' Six (J!reat characters of literature)
was next Iranslated and so well liked h\' Or.
Roman ,hat he I'lUblished it, ~erialh· in his
Roman FfJrum Jfogo-r.;nl'. .

The Rocker Committee kept Prof. Chase
busy until he had nOI onh' completed f]t'hind
Barbtd "';r(' and Barf-the ston· of Rocker's
four "ear... in a Rriti"h intennent' camp during
\Vorld 'Var :'\0. I-and also a book about
the life histon of Johann ~IO'"t of l.ermal1\·,
\\·ho had t'miltrated to America which in-

-29-



eluded much history of the labor movement
of his time.

In the meantime, Rudolf Rocker himself
rroached Los Angeles before Prof. Chase had
completed the translation of Naliollalirm and
Culture. Apparently speaking the English
language with perfect ease, it seemed remark­
able that all his lectures were arranged to be
given in Yiddish. :'\'o! No!-he would not
anempt to give a single lecture in English,
since-as he stated-he was not a .\IASTER
of our tongue. Yet, it was certain that with
onl}' a single piece of literature from his pen
in English (this S}'nopsis) that the American
born public would be a long while before
they would subscribe for enough copies to
make the publication of Nationalism n/ld Cui·
ture practical.

NO[ understanding a word of Yiddish, 1
\\"ent to hear Rudolf Rocker deliver one of his
famom speeches in that language. In a house
filled to overflowing. the usual noisiness of
a Yiddish audience was reduced to nothing,
and ~ pin could be heard to drop as he ap­
proached the end, yet, no flamboyant speech­
making was forthcoming.

Earnestness is the essence of oratory. Rocker
put forth his message in eloquence which was
\'ery definite and positive. I was immensdy
impressed by the man and his power. Yet I
could judge only by the actions of his audi­
ence that he was excellent. By his whole­
some management of this Jewish audience
(hardest of a\l people's attention to be heIr!
lInreservC(lIr) - he was evidently a masterful
speaker.

Early in the winter of 1935. accordingly.
arangemenrs were made with Rocker to de­
li"er a single address in English. He senned
considerably disturbed to ha\'e it announced,
and still more disturbed about delivering all
acceptable talk in English. Yet this was
heard by a verv sizeable audiellce ill the
Unitarian Church of which Dr. Arthur E.
Bri~gs acted as Chairman, There. Rocker
ddi\'ued his "maiden spe«:h" so well that
only th~ organi7.ers needed to know it was his
fiN appearance bdore an English speaking
audience.

The modC"l1\ of the man was a man'el. He
spok.e so nearly perfect that he put to shame
persons b:;lrn and reared to speak English
alone. Those, like myself, considered his first,
effort in Eng-lish. in comparison to what kind
of a speech would have been deli\'ered in Ger­
man, had th~ situation been re\·ersed. He was

told thereafter-time and again-by persons
who had heard many of the best speakers of
our time that he had acquitted himself \'ery
ably,

He had agreed to make this effort with
111en like H. Yaffe, who had heard him more
than 30 years before deliver speeches in Eng­
land in Yiddish, when that tongue was new
to him. A special effort was made to get a
good sized audience. The faith that was in
Yaffe COSt him o\'er Fift~, Dollars, which was
spent ad\'ertising far and wide this first
Rocker lecture in English. O}' the same
token. it seemed to cost Rocker very greatly
in effort, The experiment turned out nobly.
It was known at once that Rocker need have
no hesitancy ill giving English lectures.

Questions were answered bv Rocker with
the same clarity as other speakers who knew
only English. It was evident that Rocker's
effort (and Yaffe's) were well justified. He
used English so well that hardly a single mis­
take occurred, and Rocker went ahead without
fear al)parently, or SO much so, that his ex·
cuses were soon forgotten. Dr. Ernest Calde.
cott, pastor of the First Unitarian Church,
\'ery kindly acted as Chairman of his fourth
English lecture in Los Angeles.

Emboldened by this experience, we next
heard of Rocker addressing an audience of
uni\'ersity and business men in a leading audi­
toriulll of Chicago. So able was his ad­
dress that over a thousand people heard him,
asking numerous (Iliestions which he answered
with easy grace and confidence. This wa~

the performance of a foreigner and a scholar
in a ne\\- land, but for which he was paid­
~me hundreds of dollars. Thus. th~ evidence
of his efficiencr-the usual American measure
-was made possible through the instrumen­
tality of the woman who organized this meet­
in!!:. Jeanne Lever of Chicago.

As Americans, we remember the first few
hours required for deJivcn' of a lecture. but
forget the rears of effort ;'eutJarJ' for a mas­
tary of the subject. ~e\'ertheless, \\'~ do not
begrudge paying, when a man delivers the
~'OOds-as Rocker did.

In future rears, further lectures were ar­
ranged for h;m in Los Angeles, At some of
the~e. th,.. late noted Jud!!:e Ben R. Lindsey
was chairman. as also the brainy scholar,
Judge Leon R. Yankwich was sometimes
chairman and sometimes also a speaker.

A reception was tendered to Bertrand
Russell and Rudolf Rocker Dec, 10th. 1939,
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as an occasion of recognition of th~ scholarship
of both m~1l and th~ir courag~.

Paul Jordan Smith was chairman of rh~

r~ption, and handl~d it wirh fin~ gratt and
dispatch. Three \..-om~n actro as hostesses to
set: that ~v~ryone of the immenS(: audienc~ was
in a good position to enjoy th~mseh-es. These
three w~re Sadi~ L. Cook, Vera E. Hainert
and Doreen Tucker.

Among the speakers w~r~ two, whose voices
will never again be heard,-Prof. Chase and
Tom Bell. The latter, suffering from asthma
almost constantly since the age of 7, it was
wondered how he was able to speak so ex­
cellently on important occasions. His clarion­
bell voic~ was unmatched.

A se"'er~ sufferer from asthma almost
always can Stture r~lid by laking injections
of adrenalin. Tom never ne~ded an injec­
tion on such an occasion because th~ excite­
lllent of it served-as would anger or other
strong fe~lings---to excit~ hi~ adrenal glands.
They suppliCll him with an unusual source
of adnnalin and practically ahnys Tom
could speak: when callro upon, and spok~ v~ry

efftttivc1y. Next day, with the everlasting
asthma, he suffered worse Than usual, for
which he often resorted to taking adrenalin
for relief.

The plain speech of Tom Bell could he

heard by e..·el1'one, economical Scotchman
though he was. He cut it short while evt'ry­
one wantt'd more. He calculated the effect
of ...."ords, carefulh" consid~red and carefully
spoken. The keen" wit of Paul Jordan Smith,
a man who d~als with lxloks constantly,
plea-'<t'd and ..,i,,·ifiCll Tom. Tom spoke at his
best on that night of December, 1939. Like­
wise Professor Chase spoke with choice dic­
tion, and magnificently dear enuneiation,­
his last public speech ...

In the opinion of the Rocker Publications
Committee, Prof. Chase had a positive genius
for translation. It was recognized that he
rendered Rocker's German into Stich excellent
English that iT was hard to realize ,hat l'tla­
firma/ism and Culfurr and also Thr Six were
not originally written in English. 'Ve con­
sidered this as the best possible test of what
constituted good translation.

His English text was submitted to two ex­
pert proof readers before being finally sent
to Rocker in ~ew York: for approval. Clar­
ence Lee S\nnz, himself Editor of Indit'idual
LibrrfJ by Benjamin R. Tucker, was one of
These. Hans Rossner, co-author with Swartz
(and other associates of the marvelous text
book on i11I/II/(/lislII) were the other experts.
These two men, Swartz and RO$~ner. were
n.:pert proof readers for long years 011 a

Sadie L. Cook, Vera E. Hainert, Doreen Tucker.
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metropolitan newspaper in Los Angeles. Both
men have died, as also has Attorney Henry
Cohen,-another of the able :\1utualistic ,As­
sociates. He was Editor and translator of
Proudhon's Solution 01 the SOcUll 'Probl~m

written in French and published in English.
During the time of translation Edward

Adams Cantrell was busy verif)ring references
and ascertaining facts for translator Chase
which proved very helpful in completing the
American issue of Natiol/alism filld Culture.

Rocker so well liked Prof. Chase's quite
perfect translation that he offered him two
more books-beside the four completed for
the Committee. More than three thousand
dollars in all Il'ere raised and spent on Na­
t;olloli$1II find C/lIIUr~, and the three other
books - although Swartz. and Rossner did
their work of correcting and proof-reading
frl"e: of charge.

During this time, a Spanish Edition of Nfl-

tionalism (/nd Culture was published and also
a ,"ery fine Dutch Edition. Rocker, reading
Spanish and Dutch, as he does a dozen lan­
.l!uages altogether. was glad to have his book
published. although without bringing him a
cent-actually not a single cent-just copies
of those boob.

The capture of Spain by the Dic::.tor
Franco, and of Holland by Hitler, cut short
the distribution of both editions in those coun·
tries. The fate that befell Rocker as a refugee
likewise befell his great book.

Regardless of the fact of Yaffe being born
of a father 75 rears old, another one of his
kind on our committee, would keep us all
worked to it frazzle. He so atlifJelj' repre­
~el1ts a number of liberal groups that little
or nothing more could be acromplished. There
is a limit to one's energies, and what Yaffe
habituallr proposes for us to do is close to the
limit of our endurance.

2nd Row:

-Plwto &jl Odlorll~.

hi Row: Hans Ro,~ner. Ol:ic Rossner, Mary G. SWlnZ:. Sadic L. Cook
Cauiu~ V. Cook, Edward~ Adam~ Cantrell, Cbarles T. Spradillg, Clarence L. SWim
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Following PTofes.sor Chase's death, after
having translated Rocker's history of Syndical­
ism for a publisher in England, Dr. Arthur E.
Briggs completed, in 1942, Rock:er'g Pionurs
0/ Lih"larian Thought in A muira of which
Chase had translated only the PREFACE.
Dr. Briggs comments upon this-in his article
published st:paratel}"~as one of the most able
of Rock.er's books. It is one of the finest con­
tributions ever made by a European scholar
011 the evolution of American Libertarianism.

Rocker shows far, far more k.nowledge of
Americ:lIl Libertarianism than the average
liberal possesses. This book. is more illuminat­
ing to all Americans, who want to know about
the growth of freedom in our own country.
~o European ever has revealed so much en­
lightenment in so small a book:.

in Dr. B~iggs' translation this book is easy
to read. Ie offers evidence that of the men
working in favor of Freedom among the most
noted were men like Josiah IvVarren. who
worked with their hands. One of America's
finest and best Libertarians, he invented mall)'
items of machinery for printing used today.

In Lib"IJ' and the Great LibtrtarUI1IS b}'
Charles T. Sprading-a man noted for his
great ad,'ocacy of Liberty, and who learned
three trades in his lifetime---has Josiah War­
ren and Ma.x Stirner appear on this book
between Wendell Phillips and Da"id Henr)'
Thoreau after whom follows Herbert Spen­
cer and Stephen Pearl Andrews. }\ndrews
"founded the present srstern of phonographic
reporting." His book The Sot-'ueignly of the
Indiflidulil was largely based on Josiah \\rar_
ren's teachings, as was Benjamin R. Tucker's
lndit'idua( Liberly and Instead of a Bool.

Our own Tom Bell was thoroughly aware
of the history of Josiah \Varren, :\Ia.\: Stirner
and Stephen Pearl Andrews, as well as of their
teachings. OUf Committee h<1s undertaken
to secure subscriPtions for Osmr /-Vilde /I/i,"·
'JII' 1(//JitewlIsII in which TOlll wrote the
storr of OSCAR WILDE <1nd FRA~K

HARRIS, LORD ALFRED DOUGLAS
and GEORGE BER;'\1ARD SHAW, to­
gether with his estimate of WILDE'S SO­
CIAl.. VIEWS OF TODAY and this re­
markable manuscript has been leil and we
are tf}ing to find a publisher who will broad­
caSI it and furnish a cop~' to our subscribers.

Tom had develo~d a s}stem of t<1king
short-hand in four languages-and tOO, highl}
appreciated both the achieH'menh of Josiah
\Varren and Stephen Pearl Andrew:>. He also

was immensely pleased with Rocker's study
Pioneers of Liberlarian Thought in dmerica
-which was translated into Spanish, now
published in Argentine, while it yet awaits
a publisher here in America. The best things
\\-rit~1l tOO often are least read~'en though
ready for American printing presses.

Before the Rocker-Russell Reception held
Dec. 10, 1939, Hitler began making war on
Poland, which elicited a dKlaration of war
against German}' b}' Frana: and England.
Hitler has since captured about all of Eu­
rope and much of Russia. 'Vh)' Sweden,
Switzerland, Spain and Portugal yet escape
are questions in early 1943. But in the win­
ter of 1939 and 1940, the question of the
combination of Russia and German}' was one
of the enigmas of \..vorld 'Var No.2.

Rudolf Rocker was heard on this subject
in English on several occasions. His explana.
lion Ihat the two philosophies behind Hitler
:llld Stalin were so related that a combination
was to be expected, whenever it best served
Iheir purposes. This, too, would also explain
their future coming-together again. Russia
seellls so far to have avoided the disease of
"world domination" which both Japan and
German}' have contracted. If Russia also
should "calch this disease" and begin to tf}'
to dominate the world with her unmatched
supply of resources, there is now no wa)' pro­
posed for stopping them. A \Vorld War
:\"0.3 would become inevitable.

Li"ing many years in exile, he acquired
the knowledge of several foreign languages.
In London he came in close connection with
the je\vish labor movement, learned the Jew­
ish language and became editor of the Work­
ers' Friend and the monthly ma~azine Ger.
minal. Yet he never delivered English lec­
tures until he met Yaffe in Los Angeles. The
best and quickest wa)' to learn any language
is among the people who speak it. Rocker is
naturally a scholar. raised in Germany and
returned to use his native tongue, when de­
ported to that COllntry from England follow­
illg \Vorld War ~o. 1.

Being free frolll all superstitions, Ihat usual­
lr enslave tht' mind. his kindliness and con­
cern for human liberty, makes him unique
among men. His cultural concept of the s0­

ciological factors enabled him to offer the
highest historical proof that the small ~a­

tionalistie \ ie\\" does not contribute to the
finest evolution of society, but the highest cul­
ture is to be found only where the indi"idual
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has the most liberty and is most developed.

There is yet a high, wide field for again
proving the validity of equal freedom for all
men. That remains for some ~n of scien­
tific tr:tining to offer the world. It is the
proof to be obtained by consulting the bio­
logical world. Prof. Chase, a teacher of bi­
ology, recognized this - but never took the
rime to offer it. Rocker's forte h:ts been the
History of Man. He took twenty years to
bring out his historical proof complett:ly.

He has discounted the reasoning of his
co-rountrrman, Spengler, who predicts a final
Jrdine of tire wtst. and has a more optimistic
viewpoint than the Russian philosopher,

Sorokin, now of Harvard University Staff.
Rocker graces no university chair, but holds
the balanced view that affords some optimism
in spite of the terrible predicament of man.
Freedom will ret have a chance to solve our
social and individual problems- provided
only that we keep liberty alive.

Rocker is to me one of the torch-bearers of
freedom - in a wilderness of woe-begone hu­
mans. who are slaves, serving too much to
bulwark the affairs of God, ~'ernment and
:\Irs. Grundy.

\Vhat we need is more of Culture, the true
culture of the enlightenrJ conscious egoist in
a \\'orld with less of the Stttionalism now
called ;-..rationalism.

NATIONALISM AND CULTURE - AT MUCH
VARIANCE

By F. H. Butler

-I. Brookly" Daily Eagl~

Afr. R«k" Afakts (I Study oj The Will to Po"n"

Tbr01lgbout the Age.!

Ar rhe outset of a review of .\It. Rocker's
impressi\'e .book, it is important to say that
for onc thing, in its departure from the
thought-patterns we have learned to expect
from voluminous writers on political alld so·
rial problems. As Mr. Chase, the ahl e [rans­
lator, poims Ollt in his informative preface,
"""miollnliSf/l mul CultllU" avoids eas~' J:;Cll­

eralizations about man and societv. For that
reason, ~I r. Rocker's book may sUm less sat­
isfying to some readers than such a worle. as
John Strachey's "Thr Coming Strugglt for
P"u"tr." in which the "inevitability" of p0­
litical and social upheavals sp«iously throws
on abstract and irresistible destin}' the' r("<pon­
~ibilit\· for our pre-L'topian chaos. ;\It. Rock­
er ";11 annoy ~larxists bv his impatient f1out­
iltK of economic d«erminism. He will simi·

larly annoy reactionaries by his protest against
the introduction into polities of the doctrine
of original sin - the notion that men, being
innately evil, need strong government, For al­
most the only abstract idca Mr, Rocker de­
velops is that evil inheres, not in men, but in
power, which is inhuman and hence anti­
social.

Thus refusing to flatter the saturnine com­
placent}' of present-day fatalists, Mt. Rock­
er builds up his argument. His argumC'nt. sup­
ported by' a tremendous amount of illustra­
tive material indicati\e of vast and edectic
learning, is that nationalism and culture are
fundamentally antithetical. Culture has flour­
ished most when nationalism was weakest:. A
strong, centralized government has im'ari­
ably bttn accompanied by a decline in cui-
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ture. For a strong centraliud gonrnm~nt

gro,,-s not out of th~ needs of the people, but
rathu out of the will and power of pri\'ileged
minorities. Culture is COllcret~ and human;
I)()"'U is abstract and inhuman. Th~ two 3re
irre<:oncilable. Power in its relentless prog·
ress must eventually destroy cultur~, muzzle
the press, inhibit the arts. Contemporary Ger­
many furnishes ample evidence of the trend.

• • •
So far, the argumellt is familiar enough.

What gi\'es Mr. Rocker's book its especial
\'alue, how~ver, is his panoramic historical
sur\'~y of the "will-to-power" and its conse­
quences. He shows how the insan~ megalo­
mania of Alcxander of Macedon debascd
Grak culture into Hellenism. Greek culture
was the product of loosely federated city.
states whose inhabitanlS had no strong sense
of national unity. It was the product of di­
\'crsity, rather than of artificial and arbitrary
similarity. It was, furthemwre, the product
of minds whose cultural affiliations werc far
Illore important than their political affiliations.

In this respect, it did not differ from culture
in all other ages; for culture knows no na·
tional boundaries and has no political bias.
Amazingly rich and fertile, Gre~k. culture
was immeasurably supcrior to that of Rome.
For ROIll~ was ridden by a series of political
self-seckers and power-maniacs whose ulti­
mate Caesarislll, .Mr. Rocker says, became
the hislOrical basis of modern Stalinism and
Hitlerism.

Students are apt to emerge from secondary
school with the notions thar Greece and Rome
were twO great states, one of which had glory
and the other grandeur, both of which "fell"
for reasons not altogcther dear. From Rome,
studcnts [t'arn, we get law, cngineering and,
among other things, good roads. (The late
Huey Long is still praiStti as a giver-of-good­
roads to Louisiana.) There is also "Roman
Virtue." .\Ir. Rocker makes it clear that even
the virruous Caw the Elder was an egregious
usurer and chi~ler whose Greek-baiting was
just as contemptible as the Jew-baiting of Ju­
lius Strcicher. The great Roman state, uni·

"MODERN T1~IES" -Brr.old,'n Dnil" Engle.

-35-



-36-

fied, centralized and despotic enough to please
the most passionate protagonist of modern dic­
tatorship, inhibited cultural development.
Much of the massive Roman architecture,
many of the engineering achievements, were
the worlc. of foreigners. What of Roman lit­
erature? \Vell, there is Seneca, for example,
who dallied with liberal ideas in his leners,
and who died leaving an enormous fortune,
mostly from scandalously iII-gonen gains.
There is also Horace, .who chafed under the
humiliations of patronage-seeking, and Ver­
gil, whose imitation-Homeric "A~n~id" is a
monumental example of servile flattery ad­

.dressed to Augustus Caesar. And as a final
siddight OIl Roman culture, Mr. Rocker
mentions the protracted and sadistic exhibi­
tions of the arena, d~gnro to drug the ex·
ploited masses into degraded acceptance of
the status quo.

Spain under the ~100rs W'as a country of
political decentralization. Yet it was a coun­
try more prosperous economically, more ver·
satile intellectually, artistically and technical­
ly, than it has' ever been since. Mr. Rocker
blames not so much the Church as power
politics, which he says, the Church has too
frtquemly subserved, for the expulsion of the
lloors and Jews from Spain. "Spain became
the first of the great powers of the world,
and its political exertions strongly influenced
European policy. Uut with the triumph of
the unified Spanish state and the brutal sup­
pression of all local rights and liberties, there
dried up the sources of all material and in­
tellectual culture, and the country sank into
a conditiOll of hopeless barbarism. Even the
inexhaustible srreams of gold and silver that
flowed in from the young Spanish colollies in
America could not check the cultural decline;
they only hastened it."

Mr. Rocker goes on to cite the political
disunity of Renaissance haly, whose cultural
achievements need no comment, and the
strong resistance of the British to centraliza­
tion of power, as further evidence in support
of his view. Wherever absolutism has been
defeated or heJd in chttk, thrre culture has
thrived. \Vherrver absolutism has triumphed,
• in thr state: of Louis XlV. thert:' culturr

has sufferrd-not merely the arts, but also
manufacturers, agriculture, thr whole ttonom­
ic life of the people. For absolutism enslaves
the individual and makes him merely the
creature of the state; in robbing him of free­
dom, it robs him of initiative, rven of hope.
Rousseau's famous dictum in the "Sodal Co,,~

tract," so often cited in support of strong
government, that man must be "compelled
[0 be free," Mr. Rocker regards as the prod­
uct of a "sick: brain."

Ind~, one of the best features of Mr.
Rocker's book is his critical examination of
political philosophers from Plato on. He finds
much to condenlll, much to deride. Even sup­
posedly enlightened philosophers have only
too frrquently transferred to the sphere of
politics the theological doctrine of original
sin. If you persuade the indi\'idual that he
is by nature worthless and sinful and that he
gains in moral stature only when he subjects
himself to the authority of the state, you
have already rrduced him to slavery. And that
lind of persuasion has been the burden of a
grt:'at deal of political theorizing. Mr. Rocker
attacks Hobbes, Kant, Hegel and a host of
others for their lack: of ethical content, for
their persistent rderrnce of human problems
to inhuman abstractions. For the abstractio..
used to justify modern despotism arr merely
sophisticated versions of old theological ab­
stractions. Ideas are today, as they always
have bren, useful to tyrants. Facts tend to
undermine tyranny. Knowledge of truth con­
duces to freedom. Hence the business of gov­
ernment always and evrrywhrre has been to
distort or suppress the truth. Hencr govern­
ment always and everywhere has been actu­
all}' or potentially evil.

• • •
Our educational systems seek from tht:' very

Outset to inculcate a wholly factitious rever­
ence for the state, By the time our high school
students make their annual pilgrimages to
view the imperial splendors of \Vashington,
D. C., they are probably, most of them, SUI­
ceptibIe to almost any kind of nationalistic
flubduh. The monstrous error ill their educa­
tion, Mr. Rockrr would doubtless say, is that
those youngsters have been taught to regard
themselves as less important than the state,
to regard human brings as less important than
abstractions. If people wok.e up to the fad
that they are primarily human beings and not
merely citizens or sinners or Japanrse emper-



or-worshippers, war and exploitation would
cease. Such an evolution would, of courst, be
much more profound and sw«ping than any
)Iarxist re\'o)ution, but in some such revolu­
tion lies almost the only hope for humanity.
In pointing out such a possibility, even though

it be unrealizable, )1'r. Rocker has performed
a great strvice.

.. Nationalism and Culture." by Rudolf Rock­
er, translated from' the German by Ray E.
Chase. Ne\,· York: Covici-Friede, $3.50.

RUDOLF ROCKER AND SOCIAL DEMOCRACY
IN GERMANY

By Augu.tine Souchy

TTaJfslated by Or. Arthur E. Brigg.

In 1911 the widow of Joseph I'cukert
came to Herlin from America to request that
Gustav Landaucr consider publication of the
memoirs of her deceased husband.

This circumstance recalls in the circles
of our friends the old liberal movement in
Germany and Gustav Landauer's reply:
"There lives in London a notable man. He
writes in German exc~ptionally well, but he
is also a distinguished writer of Yiddish. He
is an outstanding orator, and he reaches by
his writings the I~rtarian literature of the
Yiddish mo\·ement. He is not yet old to the
old-timers, but he has belonged for more
than a decade to the movement. That JThln
is Rudolf Rocker."

It was then I heard Rocker's name for the
first time. In 1919. after the troops sent by
the Social Democrat Noske to Davern had
expelled the Council of the Republic from
Munich, Gustav Landauer was bestially mur­
derro by Ihe soldiers. Yet the dream of the
German Republic was accomplished. The
fighters for freedOm expelled by socialist laws
and who remained in exile were finally per­
mitted to return to their socialist homeland.

With them also came Rudolf Rocker. Then
I had the opportunity in Berlin to become
acquainted with him. My first meeting with
Rocker in 1919 gave me a better impression
of him than I had expected. Rudolf is a per­
sonality such as one seldom discovers. He
stands not onl)' above things but towen hifl:h
onr the run of men.

In the new Gennany Rudolf began to
work. He talkM to the workers concerning

real socialism which they must create for
themselves. not of that kind which is de­
creed by the government. He spoke of the
new Genll3nv which must be constituted on
the federal principle. He opposed the mili­
taristic Prussians and pleaded for rt'COgnition
that only a federalized Gennany could mak~

the people independent and be a guaranty of
peace to neighboring peoples.

These doctrines were not to th~ taste of the
Social Democrats. The \Veimar Constitution
was indeed democratic but centralistic in its
character. In the Rhineland there Wl'S a se~

aratist movement and Ihe Social D("mocratic
go\'ernmellt put Rudolf Rocker and wilh him
Fritz Kater under "protection." The real
uason for that was to disguise the fact that
from Rudolf Rocker's publication of propa­
ganda a .g-reat part of the industrial workers
in the Rhineland and Westphalia bt-~an to
turn toward libertarian ideas and to abandon
the Social Democratic associations. It saw in
that a threat to Social Democracy which it
desired to divert by the sequestration of liber­
tarian propaganda.

Rudolf Rocker was nOt the lIlall to allow
this to turn him aside from his purpose. Re­
stored to liberty he was again a restless battler
for his ideals.

About this time th~re was a frell oppor­
tunity fdr nl':'\\' ideas. The spirit of youth was.
like foaming new wine that bursts out of an
old leathern bonk A large part of the labor
unions realized that Social Democracy found
itself in a false position and sought a new
orientation. Rudolf knew how to direct
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the undecei\'ed masses to new goals and in­
spired them with ne\\" ideals.

The libertarian movement was divided in
IWO camps. In one they propagated in the
traditional manner the ideas of fr~om and a
state-fr« society. In the other. revolutionary
trades organizations according to federalist
principles grouped themselves independent of
political parties. They set for themselves the
goal to fight for the economic emancipation of
the proletariat.

A dear conception of the realizable goal
should have been neither the one nor the other.
The man who did most to bring about and
establish a dear objective in that movement
was Rudolf Rocker. He expressed the for­
mula of true libenarianism. He made known
among the German workers the ideas of the
First International not previousl" known
tht-re. He plac~ in the foreground rhe theory
[hat the workers through taking over man­
a~ment and production must change capitalir
tic to socialist enterprise. Only through the
worker himself can socialism be realized. This
doctrine went far beyond the Social Democra­
tic comprehrnsion according to which the
free folk-state decrees socialism. Rocker made
clear that the labor unions must accomplish
this work. Similarly he opposed the "pure"
ideologies which repudiate the class struggle
and which spread the idea that the workers
cannot through ideological propaganda alone
attain their goal.

1n numerous spe«hes before the workers
and intellectuals Vld in mam' debates with the
politicians of the Weimar' Republic Rocker
had made known in Germam' the ideas of
libertarian socialism. Old and' roung listened
intently to tht- powerful spea:hes of Rudolf
Rocker, which in masterful fommla made
known the new doctrines of libertarian social­
ism.. In books and brochures he gave to the
German workers ever and again new impulses.
A whole school of younRer elements took to

.~

it~elf Rocker's doctrines. Rudolf had become
the founder and theorist of Gi:rnlan Libt'r­
tarianism.

This mon~ment alas, was not strong enough
to overcome the Social Democratic and c0m­

munistic trend, and as Marxism in its weight­
iest and most radical form came to ruin,
there arose in its place the authoritarian ideas
which climaxed in Hitler and his horde
preaching National Socialism. The prophetic
word of Rudolf Rocker was realized: Social­
ism must be free or it cannot exist.

Rudolf waS forced into exile for the second
time.

The comrades in America can 1I0W alone
preserve what he had accomplished in th~

last ten \·ears. The moral and spiritual re­
I'!:enera[io~ of the Gennan people would be
furthered more after this \Vorld \Var by the
publication of this book. Nafiono!irm tnI4
Cu{lur,. than b)' whole volumes of new sta·
tutes and decisions. Thir hool should ht 'ro­
poud lor nfJ.'(IrJ of fh, Nobd Ptact Priu.

\ Ve stand at the point of a change in the
times. At the end of this War Germany wm
be compelled to make a decision bt'tween un­
dergoinA: a centralized Prussian militaristic
organization or building up anew on federal.
ized principles its freedom in every sphere.
Onlr a federalized Germall}' in a new Euro­
pean federation can guarantee peace in Eu­
rope. Rudolf Rocker's counsel will be of im­
meas\lrable worth in the coming years.

I and all of the fi~ters for German free­
dom, now living in exile wish our friend and
teacher. Rudolf Rocker, on his 70th birthday,
health of bod)' and renewed freshness of
spirit. ~Iay he keep both, that his mighty
word may save tbose of the young generation
from despair and lead them to new ideals and
new goals.
L<ls Tuxtlas,
Ver. Mexico.
At the end of Februar)', 1943.
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SOME GLIMPSES FROM THE PAST
By Joseph Isbill

Director: Oriole Press

JOSEPH ISHILI.

IrriJ/rll lor the 71st Birtllday of III}" beloved
friend Rudolf Rocker.

Often in my early life, in a little­
k.nown corner of the Balkans, I would walk.
through the denseness of the forests or the
open spaces of the fields, and with full breath
absorb the enchanted panorama of green with
its undulating background of blue mountains.

Toward night the little stars would com­
foTt my eyes from the tiny porch of my father's
home, and I would listen to the delirious flut­
ing of the nightingales on the still coolness of
the evening air-but once in a while this
heavenly enchantment would be broken b}'
the harsh and vulgar hoot of some owl, noisily
cuning through the woods, seeming to come
from nowhere and passing into nothing.
:,\levertheless, it sounded like the reveille to
some obscene battle. Afterwards all seemed
peaceful again. No mortal creature would
have dared disturb this cosmic stillness for
fear that Nature itself might suffer from the
harsh intrusion of tramping feet..•.

Thus would I sit alone for hours and medi-

tate on the enigma of life and people strewn
across the universe, comprising so many think­
ers, Iibertarilln5, philosophers and poets who
left their immortal imprint on the fabric of
humanity and have woven their energies into
its pattern.

'Vbile I was then reading the works of
authors like Goethe. Schiller, Heine, Boerne.
Lenau and others, r cannot understand why
rhese very thoughts should be aSSOciated with
the home of Gutenberg, the great inventor
of moveable types, who in those days saw in
his invention the medium of releasing mankind
toward the higher spheres of thought in a
world of darkness, bigotry and superstition.
Gutenberg was one of the world's greatest
torch-bearers; the problems of that world
were for the people themselves to solve in the
way most adaptable to their needs and circum­
stances.

Here in the historic city of Mainz on the
, Rhine, where Gutenberg was born, another

torch-bearer of truth and justice came into
the w'orld 400 years later to disseminate the
gospel of Man's freedom. This was our dear
friend Rudolf Rocker, and the coincidence is
entirely harmonious with the mission: Mainz
-Gutenberg-Rocker.

One was a printer, the other in his early
youth chose to be a bookbinder. This voca­
tion often gave him the opportunity of in­
dulging in the contents of unbound books that
were beyond the reach of one in Rocker's
class-not to mention "forbidden" books
\\~hitli Ilever reach the sheh'es of public 'Or in­
stitutional libraries. These books are cherished
as sacred possessions and locked in private
bookcases for their owner's delectation. This
sort of "snooping" must have given Rocker
the sheerest delight. The sort of reading
"when 110 one was looking" must also have
given Rocker the incentive of becoming what
he is today, a man of great erudition. Among
various volumes in the bindery, he also hap­
pened to run acro91S some with revolutionary
meaning. For it was right after the French
Revolutionary period. and books were smug­
gled in from other frontiers which for the in­
telligent binder yielded their mysteries. He
was the first to absorb those "secret" con­
tents, and in the days when Rocker was ap-
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prentice in this trade, the air of Europe was
everywhere vibrating with revolutionary and
transforming actions against old feudal and
monarchic states.

Then and there, Rocker saw the light and
meaning inherent in the printed word; he
saw that Nature in all its manifestations was
revolutionary and not static, and to this end
he dedicated his entire life.

If Rocker is today what many of his read­
ers know him to be, it is because he has seen in
his early youth in the bookbindery, the printed
word which for him and for me and for many
others, symbolized the sentient truth for which
he stood firm through all these years as rebel,
philosopher and, above all, uncompron-using
thinker.

Rocker is still more than that, for in the
long span of his life, he-has contributed much
original and research work: which today en­
riches many a libertarian library, not to men­
tion his versatile and numerous lectures which
an.i all highly interesting and educational.
This is the man who from early youth to his
present age of 71 has given so much of his
precious time to unfolding the scroll of knowl­
edge to a people who had no other resource or
the background to acquire it. (Here T espe­
cially mean the many years he had dedicated
to the radical Jewish element in England by
means of lectures, the editing of a weekly
paper Der Arbeiter Freund and also the highly
literary periodical Germinal.)

It was Rocker who for the first time
showed the Jewish reading public in general
that higher standards of world literature ex­
isted to be understood and appreciated than,
for example, such insipid, juvenile and banal
trifles as Go1dfaden's Zwei Kuni Lenuls,
SchmenJrig or the Babe minen Einikel, or
Schumer's bombastic novels and similar stuff
which by the longest stretch of imagination
could not be classed as literature.

I can definitely say that through Rocker's
influence and agitation, the Yiddish literature
has developed such a high standard that I fear
I cannot make an adequate comparison with
the development of any other nation's Iitera­
blre.

1n this short article I cannot hope to par­
ticularize or analyze any of his works. This
tuk I leave to others perhaps more competent

as to which are analytically most valuable to
the student as well as general reader.

How peculiar and ironic those universal
manifestations often are which tend toward
opposite directions and then in some strange
way, beyond the inflexible rules of the exact
sciences, seem to parallel one another when

.?ten in prop~r perspective. Here was Guten.
berg, teutonic by birth, trying to spread more
light in his time, or as Goethe on his death
bed said: Mehr Licht to a people groping in
darkness. The germ was the idea in its tech·
nical phases, but the purpose, tendency, the
often subconscious emotional urge that exalts
the most material inventions into the realm of
the unappeasable spirit. was unquestionably
the inevitable advance toward the revolution~

ar.y era and that freedom to which mankind
has striven from the very moment it was
aware of itself as mall.

So from Gutenberg's city after almost half
a millennium rose another great spirit, another
torch-bearer of enlightenm~nt to continue the
sacred mission of man's liberation, Rudolf
Rocker.

What ironical embarrassment it must be
for the present bestial hordes howling th~ir

pure "Aryanism" to know that a man lik:e
Rudolf Rocker, so splendid in spirit, so fine
in intellect, should have gone over so com­
pletely to a race which is too great for them
to merely despise and which they bitterly hate,
persecute, and seek to annihilate.

NOlle in the entire Nazi hierarchy can
boast of a purer Teutonism than Rocker, yet
this grand soul has gone to the Jewish people
to whom he devoted his entire life, over 50
years of educating and uplifting them from
darkness to light, at the same time also to be
recognized as equals in new fraternization with
other nationalities.

The way of saints is a thorny one. Rocker
knows that to serve mankind, one must endure
harsh things-the harshest from man himself.

All who are oppressed and seek liberation
from the fetters of tyranny salute you, then,
you great and good man, on your 71 st birth·
day-apostle of liberty in a world chained to
so-called civilization.

Berkeley Heights, N. J.
Feb., 1944.



Impressive Opinions
by Important Persons
About a Significant
Book

"NATIONALISM
AND CULTURE"

By Rudolf R:Cker

.'
_ I'hoto Ill' QdIOT'll.f.

RUI)()I.F ROCKER

If/hat Trans/lIlor Prof. Chase JO)'1 abou! this book!

Some reasons why this book. is important to you.
Today throughout the world States 3re SttOnd, a resurgence of nationalism such

being made over: made over peacefully under as the world has perhaps ne\'er before wit­
the forms of ordinary constitutional pro- nessed; nationalist feeling that in some coun­
cedun, as in the United. States, England, and tries approaches hysteria; nationalist structure
(fannerl)' in) France; made over violently of the State, aiming at economic self-sui­
b} the usurpation of power and irs main- ficicncy, cultural Sel)arateness, hostiLity to
tcnance and enforcemem in the hands of a other states and their I}L'Ollles,
dictatorship through force and terror, as in This reshaping of States carries with it
Germany and Italy; made o"er by armed in· many and far-reaching consequences to rou:
tcn'ention from without, as in China; made The status of the individual is being funda­
over by a combination of these processes, as Illentally altered. His economic independence
in Spain; but definitely and drastically made and his personal freedom ;Ift: subjected to in­
over everywhere by one process or another. creasing and already drastic limitations,

By whatever process and in whatever form Cultures are being changed, in some in-
this reshaping goes on it is accompanied and stances, as in the United States, almost uncon­
characterized by twO significant manifesta- sciously, though rapidly, in the course of the
tions: accepted processes of adaptation to the chang-

First, an intensi"e centralization of gov- ing conditions; in some instances, as in Ger­
crnmental power, involving an almost com- many, abruptly by authoritati,·e decrtt. In
plete surrender of control by local or district the laHer case a pwple is gi,'en a new set of
units and an extension of the activities of the social concepts, a ne," set of ethical values, a
State into fields in which it has not pre- new set of artistic and literal}' norms, new
,iously inten'ened since the downfall of the manners, new morals, a new religion, e\'en •
absolute monarchies. new diet, by cataclysmic. re"o)utional}' com-
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Oland: in the former they acquire these 111

sollle de{!:rec by their own acquie~ence III

challj!e.

Are dlt~sc changes, that go on, good changes?

A. new world is shaping for men and
women to lin~ in. Is it a better world or a
wor~ ant' than that which ther ha\-e li\-ed in?

In either t:ase IS there an),thing thai the~

can do about it?

You probabl} do not feel \'err sur~ of the
ans\\·er --to tht'St' questions. \\Te wallt to tell
rou of a book which will help rOll to formu­
latc Ollh\\('r_ ii \-ou h.we llone. to re\·ise or
confirm )our answers if you hiwe already
formulated some.

Na/irma/isltI (/f/{l ClIlture br, Rudolf
Rocker is a detailed and scholarly studr of
the Ilel'eloplIlenc of nationalism and the

Rw E. CHASE

TrOllslfltill9 Editor.

I::hanges ill human cuhures from the dawlI of
history to the present day and an analysis of
the relations of these to one another. It tells
the storr of the growth of the State and the
other in_titutions of aurhorit} and their in­
fluence on life and manners. on architf'Cture
and art. 011 literature and thought.

It traces the e\'olution of religious and pO­

litical systems and their relation to the authori­
tarian State on the one hand and to the J>W1>le
on the other. It analyzes the Nation as al­
leged community of race, of culture, of lan­
guage, of interl$t.

It presents in irs 574 pages a series of cross­
sections of European society at successil'e his­
torical periods and relates them to one another.

It offers cOI>ious illustrations of tlw litera­
ture of el'ery period and country.

It i:; at c\"ery point ilJuminateJ by the in­
terpretatin' comment of the author, scholar­
lr. brilliant, poetic, human,

It is the ripened fruit of thirty years of
intensi\'e and devoted study by 3 man In

en'ry way fitted for the task:.

In the following pages we present }OU with
a fC\I- of the opinions e:\:pr~d about the
book by great thinkers in many fielJ~. We
are sure that rOU \\;11 want to possess and 10

read a \\-ork that has appealed so strongl} to
men like Bertrand Russell, Alben Einstein,
Thomas :\Iann, and the other distinglli~hed

men whose comments fill the succeeding
pages.
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."r.I.RERT EINSTEIN

From the Worldls
Best~Loved Scientist

FIRST LETTER Translation from Gennan:
I have not been able to reply to rour re­

quest until todar, because I had first to study
Rocker's work cardully, I find the book ex­
traordinarily original and illuminating. ~Iany

facts and relationships are presented in it in
a no\·e1 and convincing fashiQll. 1 am, to be
sure, not in agreement with its fundamental
altitude of purely negative estimate of the
function of the state, This, howevu, does not
prevent me from regarding the book: as im­
portant and illuminating. I am sincerely
~rateful to you for sending it to me.

With distinguished regard,
A. EINSTEIN.

SECOND LETTER Translation from German:
The little book yOIl wrote me about has

just arrived; I shall certainly read it with
great interest. In my opinion the work Na­
tirwnlisf// alld Cultllrt is deserving of the
highcsl respect. I have studied it throughout,
and I learn that specialists in this field are
also interesting themselves in its behalf.

\Vith friendly greetings,
A. EIS-STEIN.

Louis Adamic on Rocker's Book
"With its imprusive scholarship, forth­

right thought, on-pushing spirit, and dynamic
analrsis of the central phases of the problems
of hllm3n culture and progress, the hook may

Charles A. Beard,
Distinguished Historian

and Social Thinker, Says:
"Rocker'~ work illuminates fundamental

problems of contenlporary life ane! invites stu­
dents of history to widen the ran,gl' of their
oh~eTl':Hio!1 and tholl,ght."

America's J\10S1 \Vidcly-Read
Philosopher

." magnificent book, written with prG­
found undentanding of mao and historl, and
txpre~d in language of amazing power and
brilliance. 0

"'ILL l;IL\ST.

well gradually become regarded as one of the­
most important publications of the 1930's.
Ally attempt to get it read is a praiseworthy
effort."

CHARLES A. BEARD
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From a Historian and .Man of Letters

_!'hoto b,. Pod. IJro,.

RLPERT HUGHES

Great books. like other great monuments.
owe their publication as a rule to the ~n­

erosity of a few ellthu~iasrs. So "Xotions/ism
ond Cui/uri' comes to us through the gener­
o;:in' of Rod.er Puhlications Committee.

l~his book is trulv monumental, the life-­
work of an unusual soul whose enormous learn­
ing has fed his artistic fires instead of smoth­
erjng them. The author traces culture from
its beRinning down to no\\', and shows how
incessantly mankind has permitted and en­
couraged its basest t)'rants to crush the as­
pirations and destroy the achievements of its
loftiest spirits. The tyrants climb to power
by invoking raci:'ll prejudices, fallacies, and
patriotic fanaticisms; then use them to crowd
the people back into barbarism and servitude,
while the deluded populace com~i\'es at its
o\\"n degradation and cheers the very men
who enslave it. 'nlUS almost every hope of
united action hy all mankind has been nipped
as soon as it blo."50med.

This book in itself is a startling iUustration
of its own thesis; for its brilliant author was
driven from hi~ native country by the Hitlerian
gm·ernmenr. It i~ a glorious thing for our
muntn' rhar he hal;; found a ..helter here, and
that his great work fiNt appears in a tran..la­
rion ;;0 deft that it reads like an original te~.

RUPERT HUGH ES.

Once Gcrmanyls Leading 1\lao of Letters, .. Now an American

Dear Sirs:
I ,hank )'(Jll heartily for sending lIle Rudolf

Rockrr's ~reat work, "Nn/ionoliS//I ond Cul­
tun'." I am sincerely happy to possess this
important. profound, and richly intl':llectual
hook. <\nd wish that it may he put into many
hands all O\"l~:r the world_ It will be a good
~id(' and helper to everrone who i~ con­
('('rned with the problems of our times and
~;('arn.. for ('nJi~htenment. For myself. I am

impressed with the importance of the existence
of such a book, which by its grear qualities
ma), serve as a counterbalaJlce against the
misleading doctrines that are being propt.~

gated today with such dangerous intensity.
\Virh rhallk~, ollce more, and my most reo

s~ctflll ~r('etin~.

Your very devoted,

THO~AS MASS.
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From the Author of liThe Culture of Cities",
also "Technics and Civilization"

Xa/jona/ism (lnd Cultur~ is an important
contribution to our thought about human s0­

ciety: it is the work not merely of a keen,
well-poised mind, but of a deeply humane per­
sonalit~. The tradition with which it affiliates
is olle that has nl:vrr been abstnt from A.mer­
ican thought. from Paine and Jefferson on
through ThoH'au, Emerson. \Vhitlllan, ami
\Villiam Jamt:S: the point of \'ie\\' it l'xprCSS('S
needs double emphasis today. whell one form
or another of IOtalirarian despotism prof~s

10 embrace the hopes, the allegiancts. find the
possibilities of human society.

Rudolf Rocker's wide historical back­
ground, his richl1t·s~ of referencl', his deep
organic humanism give 10 his th('sis far more
than rhl' academic qualifications ir likewise
possesse~. NrltiQ/wlislII (IIld Cultllre, in short,
i~ a book worthy to be placed on the s.11\le shelf
that holds C(lndid". Ihe Rights 0/ 1I1ml. and
J1!utufll Ail!.

DR. FREDERICK "'. RO,"A~.
Editor, '1'1" Rtjll/(ln F"rum

LEWIS .\1l.: ..IFORD

From a Leader 10 Adult Education
A German scholar, familiar with twelve

languages, Rudolf Rod:er has spent tw'enty
years in assembling material. studying history,
human e\'olution, and cultural and economic
phenomena, picking up the threads which Iud
with iron necessity to our pr~nt situation.

He has e\'oh'ed a fundamental thror)' of
history which throws light on our past, present
and future. \Vith compelling logic he shows
why and how hUlll:lI1itr has become enslaved
by a force which drives it ever nearer to the
brink of destruction, depriving larger and
larger groups of their freedolll and indi\,idua!i­
t)'. He shows us the meaning of culture, the
conditions under which it grows, and how it
becomes stifled and doomed to extinction. By
uncovering the real pattern of historic forces
he shows us abo the \\"a~' out. Thll~ he dl'­
\'dops a truly constructi\'e philosophy.

\Ve believe that we do not overstate the
case in asserting that Rocker's book is an
epochal work of tran~cendental ~ignificance

such as is written onl}' once in a hundred
DR. FREDERICK \V. RO.\IA:" years.

J)irrttfJr of tlu Parliommt 01 JUan and As­
s',riat,J Forums ;n South,,-n California
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BERTRAN!) Rl·SSELI..

A World-Renowned
Liberal Philosopher Says:

Rudolf Rocker's book, "Nationfllism and
Culture," is an important contribution to p0­
litical p,hilosophy, both on account of irs pen~­

trating and widely informati\"e analysis of
many famous writers, and on accollnt of the
brilliant criticism of state-worship, the pre­
vailing and most noxiou~ superstition of our
time. I hope it will be widely read in all those
countrirs where disinterested thinkin~ is not
yet iJle~a1.

P'TRIM A. SOROIUN

"}H.ro ~_ Odlo""""

BERTIlAND RL:SSF.lL

A Critical Note From
Pitirim A. Sorokin

Though 1 fundamentally disagree with ~Ir.

Rocker's views in sc\"eral importalll points;
though I find many factual errors in his
tr.eatise; though I lind here enormously ex­
aggerated anti-cultural influences of national·
ism; nevertheless, in the atmosphere of the
aridity of most books ill the field of social
science 1 find some fresh thought, stimulating,
interesting-, and in many parts valuable, in
the book of Rocker.

Very sincerely yours,
P. A. SOROKIN,

(Chairman of the Department of
Sociology of Harvard University.)



From a Leader in Social Progress
Thank you for the copy of "Nn/ioIUlli£lll

filld Culturt''' by Rudolf Rocker. 1 have al­
ready begun reading this book and am im­
pressed by its philosophical soundness. I have
examined the book and have read far enough
to be able to give yOll my impression. 1 think
I\lr. Rocker has writt<-ll a book of tremendous
value. Ir is mOst opportune, coming as it docs
at this plTiod of the world's history when the
domination of force is so highly manifested.

The expansion of centralized l}Qwer vested
in political governments is the great disaster
threatening the world at the present time.
\Vars, the attendant brutalities, and the social
disorganization which they engender are the
natural result of such I)olitically centralized
force. 1\1r. Rocker, in his "Nat;rJ/l(llism and
Cui/urI'," philosophically evaluates the sig­
nificance of these forces. I hope that this book
lJla~ be widely read. It is llluch needed.

'Vith all good wishes, sincerely yours,
.J. P. \V,\RMASSE', Presulellt (Ellleritus),

The Cooperative League,
167 W. 12th St., N. Y.

DR. ARTH UR E. BRiGGS

Rocker's NafjQ/ltllis/ll alld Cul/llrt' is a timely
and timeless book. It ante-dates and post-dates
the events of today. In the light of history.
from the evolution of cultures, it derives the
Il;reat lessons of time.
It I)rovcs indisputably that tyranny never pro-

]M>IES P. WARBASSE

duced a worthy culture, that only the free spir!t
is a creative spirit, that reliance upon power
and the resort to force do nOt gain security for
anyone, tllat the excessive nationalisms of our
time only breed more destructive wars, that
man may become master of his industrial ma­
chine when no longer he enslaves the poorest
of mankind to them, that voluntarv association
is the one sound basis of society-i;\ short, that
individual freedom and mutual aid are the
conditions sine qUll nOli to progress and ad­
vancing culture.
These themes arc richly illustrated in this en­
cyclopedic book. Spengler, Pareto, and Soro­
kin are writers of similar scope. Their extreme
pessimism and biased opinions are ill marked
contrast to Rocker's fairness to all peoples and
all races and his trust in our fundamental hu­
man nature when permitted to exercise its
innate freedom and good will. I am especially
impressed by tile superiority of his critical
judgment upon philosophies, men and events
that fill in the panorama of world cultures.
But the high point of the book is that it
shows the way out of the miseries tllilt beset
mankind.
h is a great and convincing argument for
cultured freedom, and one who will read it
understandingly must be or become a cul-
tur<-d person. ARTH UR E. BRIGGS.
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:\JAJOR HUBERT S. TURNER

Emphasizing Ideals and
Other Intangibles

~Ir. Rudolf RocJ,;:~r's monum~ntal wcrk, "Na­
rirma/ism and Cu/turt/' is on~ that should be
in th~ rd~r~nce library of ~V~'1' think~r, on
accoulII of th~ author's painstaking research
ill drking into th~ writings of th~ Past and

"'hat a Keen Book ~Ian Says:

In an age when totalitarian notions have in­
spired the gangsters in Europe and Asia to
deeds so terrible that soft-hearted idealists r~·

fuse to believe them, while cynical opportun­
ists in the Americas applaud and admirc their
"efficienq'." it is heartening to discover ;I

man with a soul and sensc of Rudolf Rocker
insisting that there is 110 cuhure without free­
dom.

A:. for his book. NatiQllalism (I//(I Culturr, it
is indeed a V~ty important and stimulating
work ... of especial significance at a lime
wh~n 111'\\' tyrannies threaten to destrm" all
that free men ha'"e struggled to attain fo'r the
pa~t thr« or four c~nturies .. an eloquent
and well r~asonrd protest against all forms of
reaction and brutal mechanizing of life.

PAt:L jOlI.O."," S"'"TH.

BOQI: Critic. Th~ Los Angrlts Timts

Pr~rlt, in order to "Ulll'0rt Jlis g~lleral thesis
as to th~ Future.
This thesis is that any r~al Cuhur~ is antag­
onistic to th~ Pow~r :\Ioti,'~ in lif~ and that
it is th~ latt~r that always dominates Slat~,

Soci~tr and R~ligion.

Th~ trem~lldoU!~ array of factual matt~r to
support this is inoontronrtibk From tht m2$i
of quotations and rd~r~nces in th~ r~markabl~

book, on~ awaits with almost bated breath for
the author's conclusions as to what is th~ miss­
ing factor in life that would pre"ent the con­
tinuous chain of misfortunes, he cites.
Culture is made the n~ plus ultra of life, but
in the writer's demonstration of culture th~re

seems to be a sinJ.:ular lack of ethical. moral
or spiritual moti"es. These all belong to the
intangibles of life, and M 1. Rocker dl:als only
with the tal1~ibles. His exposition of the de­
plorable weaknesses of these tangibles, is th~

"ery best possible proof of the recognition of
the fact that it i~ Ideals and other intanJ.:ible~

of life that are the most rotent factors.
To this reader, after reviewing this exhausti"e
work, it is self-e"id~nt that it is th~ intangibles
alone that can produce th~ Stateless Stat~ that
alonr can a"oid th~ dominanc~ of the Power
1\·Ioti,·e. Ther~ is just a bare hint of this in the
author's dosing two paragraphs. This reader
wishes he had amplified those two paragraphs
just a littl~ more. Perhaps he will in a subse­
quent ,·olum~.

~I.\JOR H. S. TVRSRR

714 N. Rexford Drive,
Bev~rlr Hills, California.

PAUL jOJ.DAS S~IITH



FROM
LITERATURE

GREAT CHARACTERS
CLASSICAL

5 I XTHE
11ltrotluced by Ray E. Chase,

Rudolf Rocker, Author

[n "The Six," Rudolf Rocker has taken

six well-known characters from famous world

literature and done two unusual things \\·ith

them: First. he has made them vcry much

alive, and without doing violence III any lVay

to the traditional character of anr one of
tlwm, h~ has use:1 thelll in this book. to intro­
duce a beautiful dream of (/ world rrlmilt (l/Id
/lilli/kind set /r('(',

He begins with a picture ill a dawn. \Ve
ga~c Oil a black marble sphinx. Six roads
coming from widely separated lands converge
and cnd on the sands before her outstretched
palms. Along each road a wanderer moves.

The dawn advances, the desert turns to

greensward, the sphinx dissolves into dust. No

summary will serve '-v convey this picture
that Rocker ha$ drawn of Tlu Aw(/kell;lI(j.

I have reveled in the completeness of the
understanding with which Rocker has identi­
fied himself with each character, thinking his
thoughts, feeling his feelings, giving dramatic
and satisfying expression to them all.

"The Six" seems to me like a great sym­
phony. A short introduction, a prelude. sets
the themt', sad and enigmatic. This theme is
repeated ill each of the six stories, which make
up the sYlllllhonr. Each has its own mood
and tempo. At last comes a jubilant, resolv­
ing final. The whole \\'ork nfl"ect;; me like a
great orchestral performance.

Presentation COP)\ 255 pages, green le~lth­

en'tte hind illg-. $1.30; paper, $1.00.

,
PIONEERS OF LIBERTARIAN THOUGHT IN AMERICA

By RUDOLF ROCKER

At last, a competent European mind has

looked at the evolution of the idea of Liberty

in America and put down what he learned.

This forthcoming book will be published only

when enough people want it-since publishers

produce books now only to make money.

It is fortunate that Rudolf Rocker, and not

somebody else, wrote this book. \Vhat an
Amhican-born writer would say might be

regarded as f,woritiSlIl. The knowrT fairness

of Rocker makes the book .00'erRow with his
ulllque open-mindedness en"n though he orig-

inated in Europe. Rocker is as fair-minded to
American pioneers as he is known to be to
people of any race.

As soon as enough persons deci<le that
ther want this book, the Committee will then
order it printed to be distribute<l at cost.
That I)ublishers no\\' think it cannot pTOt!uce

sufficient profit to be worth their while is no
reason for going without it unless you already
know as much as Rocker about the history of
Liberty in this countr}'.

Probahly 200 pages (to retail at $2.00)
5 copies or morc at $1.00 each. in a<lvance.

ROCKER PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE (A Non-Profit Organization)

304 So. Broadway, Suite 338. Los Angeles 13, California. MI. 6071



Nationalism and Culture
By RUDOLF ROCKER

You get proof of the philosophy of frec­
dom that is unassailable. Its price is not im­
portant compared to its value. A second
Edition is now being contemplated at a lower
price-than $3.50.

Explains
What Makes

Economics Thrive•

/

and then fade away? ''''hat wcrc the de­
termining factors?

What Causes a Decline in Culture

The historical necessity for thc development
of the greatest C\11­
tural evolution i~ one
of freedol1l~and not
of force. Indeed cul­
ture is on the de­
dine when it en­
counters invaSive
force. This force is
most uniformly pre·
dominant in society
in some form of Na­
tionalism.

Worship of the
State is now a most
pro;llinerlt supersti.
tion of today.
\Vhere thar worship
is most dominant
there real Culture
is most on the de­
cline.

This book: bewails
the worship of the

State. It places Frcedolll as favoring the 'most
constructive social force in History. \Vithout
individual liberty, Culture can not develop
greatly. A mo~t important book: written in
the la~t hundred years. Read it~before you
express an opinion.

R UDOLF ROCK ER

From a drawing by Fermin Rocker

This book of 27 Chapters mav be read a
chapter at a time and an)' chapt~r is a proof
of its main thesis, which is that Culture
thri\"l'5 better in proportion as Nationalism is
ab~cnt. Nationalism IS recognized as organ­
ized patriotisill
crecten into a religi­
OliS belief.

It takes the his­
torr of the entire
\l"l'stern world and
interprets it. This
book stands. as a
monumental Liber­
ta riall Interpreta­
tion of Histor~'. It
took 20 years to
write it. No other
hook undertakes so
Illllch in such a clear
manner.

Mar:x-
Not Adequate
The first chapter

deals with thc:Vlar­
~ian or Ecollomic
Intrrprctatioll 0 f
Historr. which is
sholl"l1 "not to be ade­
qWHe, as pre,;umc<1.
for (,xJllaillin~ world
e1I'\"(·!opment.

An Example--Spain

A~k: yourself how it happcn~ that Spain
del"('lop~d Tolcdo steel and then lost its
leadcrship in steel? Or tapestry? Or libraries?
At one time in the history of Spain there
\\'ere more libraries in Spain than in all the
remainder of Emopee. What social influence
produced thcm? What drovc thcm awa)'?

Or how did the culture of Greece arise-

ROCKER PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE (A Non-Profit Organization)

304 So. Broadway, Suite 338, Los Angeles 13, California. MI. 6071, •
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